




A CLCAR Muc flc7, the foldeii 
n^t of • yellow ran, and 
warm, aotiraly breathabU 
air. Yat the world wbare 
tbaaa coodiUoM raicned 
waa not Earth: It waa sot eren a 
werM at all la tht aeca^tad acnae. bat 
aa electron. One electron of IS. all 
of «ram drcllfig Oie yellew ooefeot. 
^ be exact, an atom of argon^7«t 
taeb la the oonetant repetition of 
ffatare there Ic nothlnc la ehoeae bo* 
tween a oolar and aa atomic ayetom 
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And bare, on Oda remote 
the eaoa ot tnflolty. three people mt 
•a a oHodee beuWer end conaldered 
ttw comirfealttca of Mr poaltian. 
Une x pected eecnta bnd rndoeed them 
te miereenopic Mnnoaa. Nenr them. 


1(^ to them In their email alte te be 
at huge at a mountain. 

ror three efdinary people to be loat 
on thla wb-etomlc planet would haec 
been bopelem; bet tbeae three were 
not ordinary. They probably repre* 
aeotod Ihc aMet brilliant adontlfle 
mloda erer ceolvad in buaaan ferm. 
One waa the Oolden Amaaeo, q neen 


of the Barth Solar Syatom: Ihe accamd 
Waa Ahna. onea lord of ^npitor ond 
now Iht AfnoaM*a hoabanS: and tho 
dilrd waa ttielr daofhter Ytom. lo* 
premoly dow and maeatrely ftronfc 
aa wero her porenta, but haelog mudi 
of the thoofhtlaaeoeaa and laeh of 
ucaapt lan co mm o n to youth. 

Abna mid. aurveytag Ow 
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waato of rocky plnln upc 

PM peering. ,”We^re loN in 


ftsd fconAe** 

thd -Aaaaaon turned to took at him. 
Aa eew, dm waa au pa i hly lovdy and. 

on tiM fneo of H. not unduto dMurbod. 

Thongh N» ron t i fo d hm 

wero unequal to thfa oHnatlon ite hod 


«the pPiuMem Ic nm he* far oor- 
Mtehi and Quema." *o mid. ‘3«l 
w*«e proSahty bettor off than ho N 
bicnumtothneeoaahoM. 

Imnglno anything mote torrUying L 




a 


THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


Hfr Vteikly. Torwxto. M, |»&,f 


Jopltor. hftd men IImb ooec trM le 
tnifen hii wlli end pewen apeo otber 
werii^ eHrm to to toeton to tto 
thne who new Mt on Ito bonMer. 
Tton hed enn bnn a time when to 
bed toes memed to Vtoe a a n d. to 
tto 1^1 aaeaa. to aUll waa. But da- 
atnMlIoo a( tor memery M Quoma’a 
unieo with tor. which her father had 
menteUr produced upon tor, had made 
Viama ah U r la ua to the fact that ato 
waa aUU Quorue’e irtfe and bed eren 
to r t Um a aen. wIiom eery ceniut 
bed deat r eyed his; 

na Immediate eeenta leadinf up to 
tto preaeot predic am ent bed toen leaa 
ainMer. A fla» in the machines 
paver plaet bad reduced the trie on 
tto hanldtr to amallneaa. Quome 
«to hed elaa toen aboard tto veaaeL 
hed toted at normal tiae and tto 
craah tod net killed him. Where to 
waa saw waa oat certain He had last 
toco aato aa a flant figure abiding 
awajr with aeean-leagued boots to¬ 
ward the bortscD. He and the three 
oo the bouklar were awom enemies 
aad. until he ar they were extln- 
gultoied, there eould neter be peace. 

’*Q«am la buge; we are small.*' 
Aboa aald. "Whether that la an advan- 
tape ar not. 1 don't know yet" 

He atood up. aa BMarivc aa a Gre- 
clao god wfU. Ua enormous shoulders 
aod—normally apeaking—seven feet of 
hciglit Slowly to surveyed the dreary 


"Do you au ppoa a there la life on 
thia etectron?" tto Amaxon aaked. 
alao getting to her feet 
"I tore BO more idea than you, nor 
cav I aao that It mattera. Our aole 
p roblem la to find tto wiv bock home." 

"I agree." tto AmaSn conceded, 
"but we migh be Immenaely aided In 
that toak if we cooM find Intelligent 
scieotlaU to help ua." 

Aboa gavL a rather grim amlle. 

'IntolllfeBt arientiata. Tl? What do 
you aoppooe wo are?" 

*niMn la mare aaauranee In nom- 
boral" afae retorted. 

Tiasia reac and gava them a mean¬ 
ing 4Mk from ter blue eyea. She 
waa aecQStomed to tbcae wrangUngs 
b atweoB bar parcola avd, more ofton 
than not wm the means of aubdtrtng 
them. 

"Between ua, ato aaM. "we art 
aurely eapahle af aolvlng our own 
problem? You are. father, In any 
caaa. You can make nutter obey your 
mental power s when you try and—" 
"1 am parfectly twaro tbit I can 
bebavo aa a god srben the occasion 
warrants ft," Abna I nterr u pted, "but 
I am afraid this la coen too much for 
roe. Think what la tnvolvedl Time, 
apace, subatomic dlmenaiont — the 
wbolo yaat mathcMtlcal complexity 
Don't you recall dm before the ma- 
rhlna eraabaf we hid tto cakulataB 
at work bylng to determine for ns tto 
«ay home—" 

"Whld) they wouM have done bad 
there been tUnc," VIona Intemiptod 
"True — but they were machlaea, 
and infallible 1 am fl^ and blood 
and liable to Inaccuracy " 

The Amaton aigtod She gav* Abna 
a r e proachful glance from h^ unfath¬ 
omable eyre and then looked at VIona. 

"Your father is behaving like s 
tehooRwy again, Vtoua." the aaM. 
ahrufglnt "He always does wton be 
faces a.crMi and IH never undar 

utond why " 

Abna gh fccU 'Woo- much eaar- 
claa af godlike power destro ys tto 
detoe to be human,*’ to esf^lnod. 
"And if I no lenger.feh human Td 
eeaaa le Isre you and Vloua then 
where would 1 to?" 

"Laab’" VIona aaM sharply point- 

Her nmlher and latber turned aod 
Btoad gating at the ineredible vlalon 
§4 m approaching figure Me ap¬ 
peared as big as a cathedral, aa bn- 
menaa that hit bend and shouldafe 
wort lost to sight In alUtode Pact 
wWch shook the ground, sod wMeb 
aoosnod aa trig as double decker buasi. 
canw steadily forward tl waa Softer 
Ouarte. atm In Wa ip a n » ea u and 
closa fItUnf fiyiag kb- 
QuMtly tto mlnlinlasf trto aeutUai 
out af tto wag af tto bahamoth boola 
and tbou. doe- betide aneb atbw. 
malkod to see what Oolaaaaa wouM da 
neat He. onable to detect them. sMmo 
from Ms paint of dew ttoy wort lom 
lo tee tbna the poMI af a neadla. 
turuod and aaridi toward tto 
UM mate'' «Mab ' 

UHra. tto wreebed 
teiM. When to raaahad it to 
buM awMst Ito dtete. sMfUug pent 
ateMi af Molnl 


waves threotened to aplt, thdr oar- 
drums. 

Ixwfcs to ate. the Aroaxon said, 
"aa though he’s already explored this 
world aod not found anything on R. 
How big do you suppose tkh electren 
bi?" 

"About the tlxe ot an asteroid, or 
leas." Abna seemed to be routing 
over aomething else. "If we were 
nmnst siae wv could probab^ elr- 
mronavlgate It In an hour. As It la It 
would take ua about as long aa walk¬ 
ing around the earth . Materials are 
densely padied. obviously, for despite 
this electron-world’s smallness Quome 
isn't wa’iking lightly Which means 
dense matter." 

"it Icttos to OM," VIona remarked, 
"aa though he la trying to patch up 
the Ultra. Not that 1 can tee H will 
be any use to him If he does. The 
calculators musi be wrecked and they 
are the only Instruments which can 
work out the formula of Infinite ex- 
panalmi necessary to get back to ou( 
normal universe." 

‘‘(^ome." tto. Amaxon replied, "la 
pfobably repalrin. tto Ultra to he can 
have somesrhere to live. He can also 
possibly make if void-worthy, which 
freana be can travel to various electron 
o'orlds until perhaps to finds one 
which la inhabited. There he may 
settle until he can aolve bow to get 
hack home.” 

"Beat thing for us to do." VIona Mid. 
"Is to let him get the Ultra fixed up. 
tton go inside it and travel to wherever 
he d^des. Well never be seen, aod 
we also have the problem of food and 
drink to cope with." 

"True." the Amaxon Mid. **Wbat 
dojmu think of the suggestion. Abna?” 

Ite was studying one of the Instra- 
monts with w^h bis waist-belt was 
adorned. Wber he spoke he did not 
answer the Amaxon's question: Instead 
to aald; "This high frequency detector 
responds to Quome. Look at the 
ne^la: It la following hla every move- 
mauL** 

The Amaxon looked, somewhat Im¬ 
patiently. "What of M? We can aee 
where Quome Is without a de¬ 
tector.. . ." 

"There’s only one explauatlon for 
this," Aboa cootUiucd, lost In specula- 
dofla. "Quome was originally expand¬ 
ed to Infinite tixe by MoUth of Ur. 
was be *not. lo an attempt to destroy 
him? Then by a mlstjdce our eat 
culatort brought him. back again. It 
can ooly mean that the original energy 
expended upon him by Month's ap¬ 
paratus bat been absorbed by him. ae 
strongly that it affect this btgh- 
frequeoey detector in ether words, 
wherever Qtteme may go we shall at 
«ays be able to approximate Ml peai- 
tiou to meaaa of tof* detaetor.” 

"Tea," tto Amaxon a gr aa d . "How, 
wll] you please answer my queatfon? 
Should we go aboard the Ultra and go 
wherever ^ome goes? Reme m ber 
our p ur paa t , to destroy him. Is still 
unfulfilled." 

i^bna put away the detector and 
stote thinking, hk keen eyes on the 
Goliath who was busy in tto remains 
oi Ito Ultra 

“To last fly arouau aa mlnuto stow¬ 
aways from one electronic world to 
anotbar Is net my Moo of fun.” Abna 
wdd presently "Boaldea. In our 
present alae we can never defeat 
Qoarte We cannot handle a single 
instrument because ve're too aaaali " 

Tile Amaaon soM "We moat have 
r.eurishinent and aheiter Also, we 
have no guarantee that the cltmate of 
thia planet wtll always be as eslm aa K 
ft now" 

"All of which 1 tow taken Into ac¬ 
count." Abna responded. "It seems 
tbal for once la my life I have got to 
abandon all material methods and turn 
to pore though' to get us home I 
hadn’t w a oto d to be bothered, but ap¬ 
parently Ihcro la tethlng else to do " 
Me aetCtod down again upon tto boul¬ 
der and p o nd e re d. "IH haw to work 
R out. Unietk I haw done aa HI teU 
vau what to do Don’t Interrupt me." 


CHARTER It 


T his was a tommaoa wMeb tto 
gmaaan aad Vlana prampUy 
slityod. Bath of ttom knew 
Ito Mtoundlng montol feats 
AhM eauM'perfarm wton nefamary. 
tort always to naeded ttee tofaretoiM 
to wMcS to atop aut Ua plan af actian. 
So, as to sat kraigtof. toaklag vary 
atecb Uke ftodto*! Matos af tto 


"Thinker." the two women took It 
upon themselves to watch the giant 
figure of Sefner Quome as he worked 
on tto shatterei Ultra. It so hap¬ 
pened. howeve.. that awrything waa 
pM<*med on such a gargantuan scale 
they could not determine what Quome 
was doing Finally they gave up the 
attempt, drtwn away chiefly by the 
stunning noise created by tto shifting 
of metal plates Obly one factor 
teemed to emerge from tto chaos: by 
degrees Sefner Quome was using the 
Ultra’s many machine tools to repair 
the heavy damage which had been 
wrought 

Aboa. for his part waa hardly aware 
ot what waa going on around him. So 
crmpletely was be able to detach hla 
mind from Im^rediaU events to was 
already oblivious to them, instead be 
war mentally exoloring formula after 
formula. Integrating the complex 
weavlnga of apatisi mathematics neces¬ 
sary to bring about a return to tto 
Denary Universe—or at least the Uni- 
.verse which to..tto Amazon, and VIona 
'understo^ 

And, in assimilating the aritbirfetlcal 
currents, be started for himself tto 
longest mental analysis he had ever 
undertaken Hour after hour he sal 
as thou^ petrifieo. his eyes closed, 
his bo^ so detacbeo from his thought 
he neither experienced cramp nor 
Ttceded nourishment Now and again 
the Amazon and VIona lotted at him. 
tton at each other, but they kept quiet 
Once, when huiiffer and thirst ^ame 
too much for them, they explored the 
mighty ruins ot tto Ultra, avoiding 
Quome’s titanic feet, and from the 
shattered food cupboards removed a 
few crumbs whk-b, for them were aa 
satisfying aa fuH-stxed loaves. For 
liquid ttoy stood under one of 'the 
bt^en water wnta aod allowed tto 
fluid to drop into their mouths. 

A week passed and worry, for the 
two women, was at Its height when at 
last Abna stirred and looked at them. 
He might only have been thinking for 
a few seconds for he said calmly: "Yet, 
we can get back." 

'*WtU It to dlfflcuttr the Amaxon 
questioned. 

"For me. yes; for you two, no. 1 
shall to obliged to carry you along 
under my own mental Impulse for 
neither of you have tto intelligence 
required to work alone." 

The Amaxon did not My anything 
out her beautiful face hardened a 
little. Then she relaxed again, knowing 
only too well -her limitations when 
Abna exerted his full powers. 

’*You'l] be hungry by now." VIona 
Mid. "We got a few grumbs from the 
Ultra and—" 

’Tbanka. my dear, but I’m net hun- 
gry-" Abna gave her a mystical tnalle. 
'Tetftlng upon intelligence wipes'out 
an material sehMtlons and desires'. . . 
Ah, I observe Qohme Is prt^reaslng 
aith the Ultra! It even iMks to to 
taking on Its former shape." 

"It la," the Amaxon replied "He 
seems to have about restored it If we 
ever get back home we’ll have to batM 
another Ultra." 

"We'll get hom» all right. Abna 
promised. "And we'11 start now. Come 
and sit bMlde me. both of you." 

• Tto two women rnf ha directed, and 
he laid one hand on ooch of iheln. 

"All you have to do la submit paa- 
itvely to my thoughts." be explained. 
Ttoy will presently control your 
minds, much In the manner of hypne- 
ilsm. though this is actually * very 
different thing. Do not mentally 
struggle in any way. By degrees you 
will loae eonacioutneas of your bodies, 
lust as if you were under an anaestto- 
lle. but you srill be aware through 
mental currents of everything that Is 
tonwnlng about you. Just leave roe to 
guide everything. It la a supreme teat 
of mind over asatter Now are you 
rea^?" 

"Ftoady!" both women aaaented to¬ 
gether. and eloaed their eyet. 

Ttoy knew there was nothing fan- 
taatic about what Abna intended doing. 
On numberlen oecaaSoos In tto past 
be bad revealed himself the absolute 
master at material eondHIons. so tbert 
sma no reaaor. why to sbouM net re¬ 
veal the Mme posrer again. 

And.' anddenty. the overwtolmint 
force of hit coficentratioa amde It¬ 
self felt. Though thetr eyet were shut 
Ito two w o man saw quite clearly, pre¬ 
sumably through hla owo locuaad 
nUnd-gorcea. Tto borrea UtUe else- 
tranlc warkd waa already flylag aaray 
from them lo a aoundlets rush of 
Ttoy were In electronte space. 


unaware of their bodies, unaware ef 
anything except a deep peace and Ir¬ 
resistible velocity. 

By all scientific standards they were, 
the Amazon Judged, moving hundreds 
of times faster than light—which was 
quite possible, she realized, sloce 
thought is not limited lo the velocity 
measurements of normal radiations 
And. since the minds were traveUlng. 
so were the bodies. Oo and on. faster 
and faster, through soundless empti¬ 
ness 

Upon the Amazon and Viooa there 
presently settled a dreamy content 
meni such as they had never experi¬ 
enced In their lives before. They felt 
enUrely secure, embraced at they were 
in the grip of Abna's stupendous and 
yet tender mentality. And he himself, 
with all the courage which be had al¬ 
ways displayed, concentrated further 
and further, deeper and deeper, using 
now every mentai trick he could think 
of to overcome the huge mathematical 
and spatial distances Involved 

A^mic universe after atomic uni¬ 
verse fell away like dream shadows. 
Stars and nebulae gyrated. Vast un¬ 
relieved blackness swept in In the 
midst of which there was only that 
eternal conviction of stupendoua vel¬ 
ocity. Then, very gradually. It began to 
slacken. The feeling of well-being wore 
off. The Amazon and Viooa both 
realized that they bad bodies again, 
that they were breathing with diffi¬ 
culty. and that they were lying oo 
their backs on something extremely 
bard 

They opened thei^yei.- 
At first they had tne impression they 
were still upon the electronic world. 
There was the same rocky, friendless 
plain. But here similarity ended. Tlie 
sky was black, not blue—and It Was 
not black because it was night for a 
vast sun was lying bisected by (be 
Jagged horizon. A sun red and diuli 
and swollen, from which life waa ob¬ 
viously dying away. 

The atmosphere was vicloualy thin 
and cold, making it an effort to draw 
breath. Three normal human being.* 
would probably have suffocated ar 
frozen, but because the trio wbo now 
staggered to their feet had super¬ 
human resistance they managed to sur¬ 
vive. and look about ttom. and wonder. 

Their impression on every sMe was 
one of infinite loneUnets. Not a Ihrlag 
thing anywhere. And out of tto north 
a bowling wind came Addenly. bring¬ 
ing with it small spears of <tey snow 
Then it cleared again and the relent¬ 
less stars were blazing as before. 

"What—what’s hapi>ened?’' VIona 
asked, baffled. "Where are we. father' 
Did we make the trip back, or didn't 
wa?" 

"We made it all right." Aboa was 
looking about him. "But I suppose 1 
can be forgiven for not exactly timing 
the point of our arrival. It's pretty 
clear what has occurred. We’ve comr 
bach to Earth, but at a period In Its 
remote future. Instead of when civllJ- 
Mtlon was at its height, which was the 
time we departed from" 

The Amazon said "Yes. tto last 
days of Earth. The planet Is motion¬ 
less with one face lo the sun. slowed 
down at last by incetsent tidal fricUon 
Tto air is dying out. Even the sun Is 
waning. And all dvltizatlon tos long 
*lnee crumbled Into dust We've comf 
back. Abna. but to a dead world " 
"Yea." he said simply. 

The Women did not question him 
"Yes." Abna said quietly "rm sorry 
Very inaccurate of me ' 

"It's done." the Amaron said, "and 
we have lo get out of it. I assume that 
since you succeeded in lifting us out of 
itomte space you can also overcome 
this present error of Judgmyot? We 
certainly can’t sUy here Tto coW is 
too intense and the air too thin. Arid 
we have no food for • while we 
®*n survive, perhaps but to the 


Abna nodded. "Obvioualy we can 
stay." he confirmed "1 must medt 
tate again." 

we’ve ditched Quome a 
V»^ remarked to her mother 
Tie s about seven atomic uaivarae 
away from ua and 1 doubt If be'U eve 
have tto brains to get back." 

"1 wish I could be sure of itoi." tbi 
Amaaon muttered. •Of Qmirne wa cai 
tovar be sure onUl to to destroyed 
but there Is a way af keeptai 
Mm within our grasp—Ittarally." Ab 
aa remarked. 

Tto two women Wnad In lurprtov 
Ttoy bad tboufbt to waa aancatofrai 
inf. bwt apparently to bad fbitees 
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lU* talk, lor he wae eomiaf over to 
thc»- 

Tbe Amoton coiutirt ot his ora. 

'ITell. coa tt be dooe?** 

'Too aeon fet bock to ear own 
ttonor* It Means working eootrarir to 
aceumotoUen — which is odraadng 
tlMa and Tm not able to do tC. Yoa 
eanoot Move backwards In Hmc.” 

Tiena aaM. “We can't star bere!' 

Her father shrugged. “Afraid wo’U 
hare to ontll we can think of aome* 
thing else. We might mentaUr cronte 
ihellar and food for onrechw* that 
wonldn't he too Aflw ail. I 

dtd create an entire cltr on Satora.'’ . 

‘Ukat laa't the point." the 
Uwisted. “I don't doobt 70 a 
errete a ettp here if rou wanted, but 
what geod would tt be to oa wtthoot 
ihe eocnpany ot othem? Wtthout the 
meana to explore’ wttbaat natural 
(hlngt aronpd ws’’" 


CHAPTtt HI 

A SNA refuaed ta be diitorbed. Af 
waa hit custom after^ supreme 
mental effort, be had beconae 
atmoat schoolboylsh, glad to re* 
lax completely and throw all his 
treublea over b oard. 

''About Qu<Miie.’' Abna said, glaiie- 
ing at Vlona. “I think we bare a way 
af keeping tabe on him. In our loumer 
from the subatomic we travelkHl in a 
straight Hnc. oonetantly expanding as 
we mov e d until see assumed our pres* 
rat normel size. Since we did move In 
« straight line. Quorne must be some- 
ahere in the air about na. or at least 
the universe In which he is existing 
will 8e . . . Let me see ik»«^ 

“Can’t we forget Quorne for the 
moment and concentrate on oor- 
•elves?" the Amazon demanded. 

"Knowing Quome's capabilities. I 
don't **»t*»>f we can ever afford ta 
target hfan." Abna took the hl^* 
f reqn en cy detector from his telt and 
rraiMil tbe release button, tnen be 
•aQed MAhe Indicating needle swung 
and preoebtly bcfaxne steady, pointing 
harliiMitolty at nothing in oarticular. 
“SttO on him!" Vlona exclaimed. 
Over all that distance'" 

T>lstaDCC relative." Abua told 
her. "Our own extreme smallness 
made tbe dlstanee seem of staggertng 
prcgwrtlM. A moment, while I work 
aut BOOM matberaatk^ I can then tel) 
from this detector exactlv where 
Quom ls.“ 

That the twe women were far more 
interested In their ewn fate than 
Quonie*s Abna knew full welt but be 
refused U be turned from his pt^ 
poor. BoganUe*" ot the ley wind, he 
wetted eat Ms mathematics with the 
po^ble csleulafor and iben gave a 
•mile. 

He mid: Tbe atom of argon, in 
wUeh Ilea tbe electron npon whldi 
Queme la sirandied. is 17 feet four 
inrhcif away from os, where the needle 
is now pefotlng. Our atmosphere is 
pvUy made up ^ argon, as we know, 
and that Is the point from which we 
caate. Wo can suck a sample ef dr 
Into an aaspule. which will contain 
(hat ono srfon atom we want—which 
meana that enttrr atomic untverse 
from wtaiefa we came—and we can 
keep tbe ak. and Quorne. sealod In 
tbe empule for as tong as we wish." 

Tes, that’s true enough." tbe Ams* 
r«u sgie^ impre s sed by the daple 
tad jot aal^tv sefenttflr feet Abna 
had stated. 

Froni his beh Abna (aok m ah 
r,r«^ mA then, with a spring nilt. 
rMfnOy laaioarnl the dlstanee of 17 
feet four Inehes from the detoctor. 
wtaWh ho plasad npon tbe ground. TMa 
deno, bo made sooae more eelcul at ies w . 
tbon into tbe ampule he drew a sped* 
men ef air and sealed tbe tap 
*naM. watch that deteefor." he fo* 
•tfueted. as*d the girt ebe y ed. lie then 
prasseded to walk In a drete round 
tbs In stni Ms wt tbe air aastmle In bV 

"Tba oae d l e U petaiing te you.' 
Viena told Wm 'F v w j wbe r # ymi gs 
tbe oeedle gam too 
“WMeh 

'The noodle Is fodowtag the 
not me Querne is sofoly tm- 
wtth the sftttte 
iiniursr wtthin tUi tube 
tool one voine b ie mg 
tbsre are ndDlens of otbim but Hmt 
d boelge tbe polnl We hove Qnime 
sN bollM up. mA u«^ be fools In* 
4e«d If ww evur let Mm out*" 


earefuUy away in the protective slot 
in bis belt, end then pondered and 
ledeed about him. 

Then Vlona said: ‘Tou .vouldn’t 
me hopn dent. dad. If I made a 
sttggeatiett to gst ns home, would you?" 

Abfw Uughed. "My doar girl. If 
you’ve any Might Ifoas. then let ns 
have them!" 

“It's a simple idea. Since we can t 
go bac k w ards In Hroe—what’s wrong 
with going fo rw ard ?" 

"We could do it." Abna assured her 
“Just m easily as we ca me from the 
atomic sp ae w “ 

"But It would be d no benefit," tbe 
Aroezon inalsted. 'Tbe earth and sun 
are dying even at this stage: to go 
forward would only make that fact 
more certain. We’d finally find tbe 
world erumhUng Into cosmic dust, the 
sun a dead star, and ourselves float¬ 
ing in spore prior to otir own faievl- 
tsMe annlhlla&M." 

"So I think." Abna commented. 

Vkma said: T aeem to remember a 
theory was anee propounded 1^' a 
mientist famoua In his day — Jeans 
f thiwir his name was—that wori^ 
have their own particular time arbit. 
Independent of the great saa ef time 
In which an tbe universe moves." 

"llhanlng what?" tbe Amazon aaked. 

“Meaning that maybe when earth 
has come to the end of her time orbit, 
sbe starts all over again from tbe be* 
inning. Why not? That Is the basis 
of the Cydfc Universe theory, namely 
that all universes die out and renaw 
tliemselvea again from pent*up eosrak 
forc es - l ust as the cycle ef nature 
everlaatiDgly repeats. Death in the 
fall and renewu In the spring. Since 
we can't go backwards, we might as 
well try going forward and see If we 
don’t find o u r se lves at tbe start of the 
circular earth time orbit again." 

"Having a definite logic.’’ the Ama¬ 
zon said, “I think we ought te try It." 

’•Agreed," Abna nodded. "Let u.« 
start. Travelling forward will not be 
nearly so difficult to integrate men¬ 
tally as that journey from Smallness. 
Stand Itere be^e roe. link your hands 
in mine, and I'll see wliat I can do." 

So for the seceiMl time Abna once 
again threw every vestige of his im¬ 
mense intellectaal power Into tbe 
problem — and as before he and the 
two women gradually became dltso- 
clated from all conschnimess of their 
bodies white their mental eyes re* 
malned wide open. 

As though tb^ were omntootent ob¬ 
servers. they saw earth speed onwards 
in time until it was a dark and frigid 
world, caked In Ice from pole te pt^, 
the last rays of the fading sun casting 
baric redly from tt. And ere long even 
these rays eeaaed as the ran became 
a barne<l*oat star. 

With tbe endless progression ol 
time, even the dead star crumbled Into 
dust and there was nothing but foe 
eternal cosmos and foe Mam of stars 
and nebolae. Then, for the dlaem- 
bedied three, there came a brief sense 
of tremendous strain which <|nlckb' 
passed. AH three ef them knew that 
they had ersmsd the barrleT at tbe 
end ef tbe esrth ttiwe rireult had 
re a c h ed Ha absolute inaxlmttm. and 
that beyond It in the ererlastlnc rircte 
mart he the eonditlen known as ad¬ 
vancing time. Iliey had come bock t« 
the beglnttinf of foe rirrie and were 
still golog forw a rd. 

Per a while nothing changed eo foe 
faar oT the enenfle deeps, then out of 
remoteneos a star swnng Inte flew 
moving witli a st up endous v el o eit >- 
Prebabfr tts apparent vw l e ri ty was 
trensenooQS b ees ne e of tbe sp ee d it 
whlrh the msutsHy travelling three 
wve bnrtllag. Whatever foe exact 
factors tovolvod. tlwy were foe wtt* 
nesses ef foli runeway star on e of 
the rarest things In oil c r e ot lou a« 
K swopt stralghi Into tbo rogleo whore 
tbe Rortb solar system had once been 
Thsn eelHeieu! 

Spoee was whhe and trambUng. 
sMvartng with inconceivable radlattons 
and forces as foe runaway star atnieb 
nm of fond, oeeumn 


loted matter acreos Its path. 

H was tbe drifted remains of for 
plontCB. parts of the bro ke iMip sna. ril 



tbo runaway 

^ ''**‘''^o«i^oriia?*oaoBiwhot 

by tho oonMon. waa sttO fos rdfog sn- 
wvda. Mo dio r tty floMs foorfog s«i 
MM BvM fdansants of flagw from the 


could not cateulato. but they oaw the 
fOaasente break away, whirl, and then 
eondense Into glebeo and slosli' eapl* 
ing worlds. Ibinr no longer needed ta 
wonder if they had made the carrcct 
move. The proof of It lay Ihsro ho* 
fora them. They were even now Mted* 
lng>ecreos foe peiiod of tbe Solar 
Syrtem’s birth, so Inevitably tboy saw 
tbe planets cool off. give birth to 
moons In most cases, and toUew the 
inevitable law ef Die thne-eircle there* 
after. 

Abna changed bis ^concentration 
somewhat so that foe three found 
thraisetres apparently on Barth-itaelf. 
and yet apart from tt and untouched 
by tbe furies and storms of tbooe very 
early days. They bebrid toaapert and 
hurrlcaDe. sunlit and eahn. Thay 
swept through tbe kslledaaenpe of 
hurtUng aflse. through the t orea ts and 
swamps ef primeval fone, through foe 
Glacial Epo^ and AntedelOTlaB ages. 

Onward and onward ta tbe flrrt re¬ 
mote algna of civilization, and foen 
the bhir of tbe apeedlng cen turi es 
wherein man roee to a zenMh and 
.^rabled down again. Loot In an* 
tlBulty became foe np a ch ef foe Bgypt- 
idr dynaatiee and. tnslead. Modern 
dviUiatlon waa already growing. So 
through the agea of ataam, ef wator, of 
the first flights, through tbe foaeo and 
confosum of wars, beyond the Alamlc 
age and tbe amaahlng of the aaund 
harrier; atill on te the ft of tbe Inter- 
plaoeCary travel, ta tiM era ef tbe 
Golden Amazon and her rule of tbe 
Syatem. 

And. suddenly, journeying ceased. 
Tbe Amazon and Vlona both roaUzed 
at the same moment that they were 
standing on a high rise ef ground to 
the north of modem London. Abna 
was near to them. amlUng in trhua^ 

"Vou wore right, Vlona," he said. 
“The T im e < lrele is continuous and 
here we are, right beck in foe period 
from which our e dv en l nre tarto Smalt- 
ness began. ... It lonmn to bm It la 
time we went home and considered 
the vaatness of tbe thing we have 
aceompUshed." 


OiArrn iv 

T hey returned heme UMetiy 
and wltbout attracting undue 
attention Here and there a 
pewwrby Immsitiataly toao g * 
nlzed them, wondere d perhaps at their 
travel-otafaied a p p e u ran c e . but did not 
ask questiono. fflnee foe Amano’onrt 
Abna represented Barth and the Sys¬ 
tem's centre of government, no Inter- 
fogatlon of them could be oounton- 
tneed. 

So they came bock ta that rtrange 
bouM in outOT Lbndan the g r an t rozl- 
dence with foe photo ol o c tri c plUars 
down foe dr tmt ^ and lha eirlius 
anrialn and srientifle doteeten au foe 
roof. 

Tbe deer epened b efo re their oom* 
binod thMMht-waves and than roloeini 
itaelf aa thay pamed MU the Mange 
from tlie hail. 

The AMatnn spofeo flrrt; 

'Till uughout my 
never meant anything s rti ch." 
feaeed. "but this foM It la 
There Is 
I ’wt urnin g to It 
we’d never 00 a It agMn. And It M Ml 
ewtag te yeu. Abna. Tm not a eery 
gratafnl person as a ruM, but foil tMw 
rdo thank you for all yeu’va douo from 
the bottom of hanrt" 

“Nothing ot oU." Abna minwed 
Blarao It an on to our orrMg MUghter 
hore. She thought if II." 

TMna did not anowor. She was half 
foe dhram. her oonptr- 
ho r siiiml; 

light In bar bluo ^rt. She ets 
even appear te boor bor fothor'o oo«> 
mani—mntfl be dlroetly eddra 
^Wbnt'a foe matter. VMoa? 
mMoo?" 

"Ob. na 

eaed up and gave 
father a gnaar Mm 
thing I WM ttdnktag abou t , 
wt had 0 MaaL tent Hr 
She woM over te the radio buMon. 
which would autsrtoHrally oM a moM 

Mte tho ..of HepoonlMa M the 

fiMirtIt roMMW. TP the immna B 
t Sn pMM 
foiught of foe MOM 


colored hair tumblMg obeut 


Time 


tfoaoe srben tt is useful te behave •• a 
god but 1 hope I never hove te da tt 
again. It becaoses wearing." 

The Amaasn did net oeounant. She 
was watMdng Vlona. Tha giri had 
rtroUod ta ono of tbo groat windows md 
was l a o l Llng aut abaaotly into foe 
grounds, foa sunlight iniphaslrlng foe 
slondar strength of bar yeung flfure 
in the Macks and bM oa a. U wae mace 
than plain that somafoing was on hor 
mind, or else sbe had net yet fatty 
recovered from foe owe-bMpklag men¬ 
tal jotniMys whlfo bad baen tnada. 

Then a robot entered tbo Mg room, 
bearing a tray flU^ with food, drink 
and teM nocosittlea. In a matter ef 
three minutoa a perfe ct meat bad boon 
set out and tbe robot wont about Ha 
next task ef cleanrtng foe bands and 
faces ef foe three with a powerful, 
sweet-wneiling detergant. 

Befreabad. the Amanan and Abna 
rooa and cremad te thair plaeos at foe 
tetfo, but VMoa sUU Ungsred ky the 
wlnd^, MM M spocnlatMoo. 

Time te • eat. swaatheart!" AMu 
called, asd at that VMoa glanead and 
then Mokid away. Whan sbt finally 
took her aoat at foe UhM it leaked aa 
foough Mte were dallberati^ trytog te 
aveuMoktaf at her zaeCber and fafoer. 

"Anything wrong?" foe 


“No." VMoa said, and went on eating 
sMwly. 

Then why ao sUant?" Abna gnaa* 
ttooed. surprised. "As a ruM you be* 
have Hke ma . . . clean cram. Or ta 
your metlMr thinks, anyway. 

"I—1 dsn’t foM lika aattng,'* TMua 
said atartf]^. gettlM te her foot "ff 
M'U axenae me. Ill 
I’m worn out" 

“So art all of us," tbe 
marked, "but we atm oSkd food. Oel 
oa with your meal aod don't be so 
slUy.” 

Vlona gave foam ■ hard Mak. wUcb 
was uausual for her. 

But wtthout another word she Mft 



Abna remarked: “Perhons 1 mU 
mtitmMhtng to hor whkli sho dUIMt Hke. 
but I can’t remember what" 

Tt’o not that" The Amam shook 
her bead Mawly. “1 know bar batter 
than you do. Abna. ond tboro’s 
tHtny doM InaUe hor ml 
bar. Aa£ judgliM from the 
Just gave no weTo artxed < 
some who r e." 

Abna apM: T could 
*P~y*«*« If I wanted and find for 
mm M tbo froubte. but I don’t think 
rm cntttMd te da tt" 

8a foo coovev sa ttep drifte d tote 


“Next roM and pMaty af tt." Ahoa 
said. "Jurt Mt me aaaka mm aur aM 
friend. Qumm, M weU and tntr 
Mfoed away, then I can rottra. . . . 
And yauJMafc as though you Mod 

*'?Mi^kod," foe Amazon adiMtted. 
prwfo« foe button for tha robs* to 
clear away foa maal; fooa iha Maad 
watehtog aa Abna took foa air 
from Ms kali and pMesi it emuflOly 
on top of foa growl pMno. MsvMg 
away M a dirtioaa ks sladMd Ms dr* 


Qosmo M sflfl kattlad np to foa am 
bettor put & to foa MM 


ar. rather, tfoa 0 riidhig of btoi nomy 
MW and Mrtn to make euro ka iinl 




On tkair way atone foe uppar ear- 
rtdm^flmjly paMod^Jtoji^iWMto 

*%onirntook to on harT foe 
Aman^aC Tefl kar Ifcal wo are 
gtoV to frt oamn atoapr* 

"And prskaMr iirtart bar own ro* 
psM to Adsn bar af foe laser 

Saktekoad. nto.YL LMksrk^ 
•a foiy aanfonwd to fosfr mm 
foom. iMwirs foot Vlano wap g|^ 
totoir oat aatoap^ nar. todsed. kndg 



THE CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


mrM. wan mmhtn* tier tuir *r»4 

catlderinM refleetten tn the mtr- 

rm. iMrt fT re a wmo of vonfty. but wtth 
Vie tfHwetnf took of one xttD WmI la 
prafaoad tinS l am rwhat tfBp)ea«an< 
medltattoh. Fliianjr »he M irreyed her- 
velf to tier maroon t -oi du Toy «larks 
ami rai 9 aee-«hirt. then «he opened 
tile bedrobwi d«»r •itfirtip and «teod 
iMtealfiit. 

OHdIng out into the corridor. «iie 
moved to the bedroom doorwa)- where 
her porentr ilept. 77107 were qolet 
and Vlona went sitentty downstairs 
tote the loonpe and acrom to tVe wall 
safe. Opening ft. rbe looked Instde 
hv e i pre wl e n darkening aa ahe did 
not see what the aougbt 
Clestng the safe, she reneeted t?ien 
she headed for the big laboratory at 
the rear of the resMenre She was as 
wen acquainted with the earioits ap< 
paratwes as her parents tochiding toe 
neat very short-arare radio d^^ctor, 
which, by beam process. coaM pick op 
any eoice any whe r e tn the world by a 
si^le pr o te s s of freqooocy and "per¬ 
sonal a u r a ** detection 

Oolfig orer to this instrument, she 
twitched it <m. set the indtcator to her 
mother’s sura nomber and then <nap- 
ped the power button into place Aficr 
a aecond or two the voices of'her 
mother and father came Hooting 
through from the bedroom upstairs. 

•ntfelf probably find it monotonoui. 
VI. after an we’ve seen and done, to 
dt aroond and do nothing.*' 

Long pause, then Aboa spoke again 
*1ii scMne ways Tm sorry there's not it- 
ing left to right. I've no rest for 
homdrwm things. With Qoome ait 
bottled op In tte laboratory sale oor 
last c ha nce of an enemy has gon-'. 
Why don7 we start an exploration of 
the rem o ter deeps beyond Andro¬ 
meda Nebula and—^ 

Vlona switched off. her eyes bright. 
Harrying acroaa to tbe laboratory safe 
she th^w the oniocking thought- 
wavea against It and (hen qoickty 
poBed open tbe door and took out the 
air ampule rarefnily. <ld placed It 
In a acin bed of cotton wool inside a 
s p e cim en ease, locked it. then harried 
wttb n from the laboratory and into 
the laange. 

Here the wrote a letter, popping ft 
up where K coaM not fail to te aeen. 
TWu she left the ho u se, still with tbe 
specimen case lo her hand, and hurried 
over ta her oom garage. In a matter 
of minotes her completely silent atomi- 
rar was speeding dawn the d rtseo ay 
and she ^ not step ft ontfl khe had 
re a ched the Central Laodan spaceport. 
Here she garaged the car and then 
headed for the •aceutire offices, wher* 
Chris Witoan. a distaot reIatlo.n 
through law of the OoMen Amasofl. 
ruled the destinies of the great sp ace 
t ine a 

~Hello. Vlona r he greeted, as the 
girl entered. ‘Many a long day store 
I're aaen you or your mother and 
father ' How are y«i** 
drls roae from his deak—a kindly 
faced. whHe-halred amn af aUD ilge r - 
ena hcadth. and probably one af the 
r i eheal amn on E^h 

Ttoi. onele. thanks" Viana gase 
btoi hla ra urt eay title as the ktoaed 
Idm. "Pee been away aa a lent voy¬ 
age wttb ma t her and father—same 
thhig easnwitid with Qoome." 

bho*" Clwls WTHnn made a 
Ipinmee "1 hope he’s ant of the way 
fm gaod. He'a an tofemal mtaace 


"Alio a very e l e iwr man" Viana 
aaM. "Aayhow. my reasen far belsg 
hare la ta ch a rter the best-e qu ipped 
and fame St space macMae you've gat. 
And I waat It Immediately with a fuR 
lead to the pawer plant" 

’X)b? Why the urgeory? And 
what*S the matter with yaur mather's 
Ultoa? B or t t y she'd laM It ta yon? 


Iwia tooked asto nis hed 



tong vwp- 
ao oa' far 


age to make Aa what con you 
me^ 

Cbrla hesMated. 

"Da yonr y areata knew a baut Uds 
pewjee t^ voyage af ywors?" he asked, 
suttrhtog tbeoiugb to 
ardinalar af to*** 

"Dbm M dgaify' 
at aa age to mafee m 


ped space machine ta tbe fleet moved 
immediately to tbe depar tur e Hold. 
Vlona Ray Brant win pilot ft for ber- 
self." 

"Very good. sir. The XM-M will he 
there imrac^te^." 

"Ihanka. uncle.’' tbe girl said, tum- 
tng away. 

“Whare are you planning to go?" 

•’I’m not quite sore yet. but certain¬ 
ly a Umt way from the Solar System." 


CHArrER V 

T HKN she aws on her way Chrla 
regarded the cloeed door for 
a moment, frowning to him¬ 
self: then be cro aa ed to the 
huge outlook window and surveyed tba 
departore field. The XM-2ft. one of the 
very fastest pencil - shaped siomic- 
driven space f^ers. was already being 
moved into poattion on its uptilted 
cradle, and presently Vions bersetf 
appeared, moving with Ulbe grace 
from the executive boikllng 
Chris pkked up the telephone and 
switched it through to tl.e Amaton's 
home Put before he received an ait- 
fwer the XM-2» wa« already eommenc- 
mg the diagonal flight into tbe mom- 
ing «ky. 

■ Yes?" Abna asked, awakened from 
• lumber by the telephone ft the bed- 
r.de. •'T ea. who is It? Abna speakliig." 

’’thris Wilson speaking, Abna. 1 
thought you srl«h to know that 

Viona has Just been here and charter¬ 
ed one of the best space machines sc 
<he can make a Mng voyage." 

"Viona has what?" Abna demanded 
—aod across tbe room the Aotaxon stir¬ 
red in ^r own bed. 

Chris W'ilsoD repeated his statement 
and gave the details. 

"Sbe took off a few momedU ago." 
he added. "Cave me no hint of ber 
dntisalion and it certainly wasn't my 
province to ask." 

"Right. Chris—and many ihanki.' 
Abna switched off and sat frowning. 
"What Is It?" the Amaeon asked. 
"Our erring daughter. She s charter¬ 
ed a spaceship aod set off for a desti¬ 
nation unknown—and without saying 
a word to us' That's a thing she's never 
done before." 

The Amason got oot of bed and drew 
her robe abrat her. “This deelsinn of 
hers to take a leap Into .space without 
telling M Just doesn't make sense. Un¬ 
less she’s left a message rather than 
i!{<torb os. rn go and see." 

She sras absent no more than three 
miimtrs. then c e tumed swiftly vrlth 
Viona’s letter in her hand Her yellow 
face w-as grim and ber eyes hard. 

’’Read this?" sbe said, and Abna took 
tbe letter and reod: 

"Dear Mother and Father; 

"When wo derided to traverse the 
timt t i t t le of Barth la order to re* 
tinw to our owa doy and age. there 
was something whicb you. father, evi- 
dently forgot. Memory of past things 
beco ns re st aee d whe n you eroas again 
over a time already travertad. 

"I know that I am really the irtfe of 
5>efaer Quorae. and that at aae thne 
I bore him a sosi. 1 eaa owly aasumv 
(hal 1 forgot tMa fact beca u se you. 
father. dM soamttoag to my miad. 
The (aet reiaatos that. wbaCever 
Quorae may be os a seioDlist aad aa 
eaemy. be is still my husbaad and. as 
his ti^e. I owe him a defiaHe sUe* 
fiaaee Ceetatoly I eanaot allow his 
elerns! impri^rmtl la aa air an^ 
poto. 

'*1 realtor that his reotoratsoa. if 
that ran be b r ought ab o u t might tuiag 
vtotont repercuaRtowa upon you aad 
rtviOa ali oc at large, ao I am travcltti^ 
to a Cor diaiaal planet the loratioo 
of which I am oot atstiag as I ds ool 
wish ywo to foltow me. even though 
yoo have a drteetor am Quorae 
"1 Ir or o r d by the iatrr-radle gf 
where the ampule was kepi, aad I 
have taken It with me. Why yoo ever 
triad to d u t i o; my miion with Sefaer 
QuomO t eonaol opdaratood but 1 
certutoly do oot thoafc ywu lOr tt. 



"f wool the faatom aad 


-VIONA." 

"Vtaao." Ahoo aoM y a ve l y. 
imto tmatr 

The Ai 

of toyaNy to that devU 
she la actually gotog to try to rettore 
him from >malhiim to the i u r y ^ y 
ool vr m . Aboo. oe * ee pet to oeertohe 
Viopa. She COOT have pM liar yet" 

Ahaa woa sUtal tor a aaotorat then* 
he toughed ahacUy "I •'ver thoaMM e« 
ilMl angle. Vi—ohooC re-erooaiac ttnm 


reaioiiag aa obliterated memory' No 
wonder Vlona looked so sulky Pre¬ 
sumably she'd got her onemory of 
Quorae Lock again aod ber loyalty to 
him as a wife blinds her to the vil¬ 
lainy be has perpetrated . ■ Some day 
maybe sheTl grow up." 

■She’n be killed before then." tbe 
Amazon said. "Quoroe will <how her 
no mercy if she brings him back. He's 
out to kilt hCr as much as be is you 
and oto." 

She began to dress in her black 
space attire. Abna watched her languid¬ 
ly 

“Well?" sbe densanded. “ArenT yoo 
coming too?" 

“No. Vi." be said. "For one thing we 
have DO space machine capable of 
overtaking her—we have no Ultra, re¬ 
member—and for another Viona u 
never going to mature until sbe has 
fought her own battles and learned 
through bitter expertence just whom 
she car. trust and whom she cannot 
Once before in her life she had 
Quome's character exposed to her. 
but evidently the lesson was oot strong 
enough, or else ber^meroory of it is 
not ecmplete." . 

The Amazon said: “Ami what of the 
danger lo tbe whole Unlverst tf 
Quome is restored’" 

“If Quorne extend? his influence be¬ 
yond Vlona to again try and achieve 
domination Iherr we're entitled to deal 
with him Otherwise Viona must 
•tmggle by herself. ft's her own 
rholce—she must lire or die by iL" 

The Amazon was silent. She had not 
the kind,of nature which m any way 
revealed * sentiment, but Abna who 
knew her so well could analyze ber ex¬ 
pression. With his usual deference he 
refused to read her actual thoughts. 

"She hasn't gone forever. Vi.” he 
«ald gently. "When <he know* what a 
mistake she's made she'll fight like a 
tigress to put things straight again, 
and nothing could be better for her. 
Be odd if. in the finish. Viona found a 
way to vanqui-sh Quome single-handed, 
wouldn't it?” 

The Amazon suddenly threw off her 
mood of despondency. "Very well. Ab¬ 
na. since she has taken this course 
she mart abide by it." 

And while her parents were making 
up their minds lo give her her head. 
Vlona was hurtling through space with 
ever-mounting \-eiocily F^rtb was al¬ 
ready some 15000.000 miles behind 
her. and. by all normal standards, sbe 
had reached the limit of acceleration 
which the butnan frame could stand. 
BuT Viona wss not like a natural 
woman, any more than was her famous 
mother. She had the strength of 10 
powerful men and stupendous resit?- 
tance. So sbe piled power upon power, 
and the generating plant sang ever 
kuder. 

Viona had no partieular idea where 
she was heading, but back of her mind 
was the memory of a space chart ber 
m o the r had «»ee sho w n ber. and it had 
revealed a solitary planet in tbe region 
of Orion coostellatlnn. So it meant Hy¬ 
ing out tq tbe vicinity of ^teigeuse 
and Rigel and covering stag^rlog dis- 
taoccs which, by ordinary standards, 
would probably lake several lifetimes. 

By this time she was right beyond 
the Barth solar system and hurtling at 
IM.OOO miles a second into what the 
<pace piioU tailed the greater deeps. 
She was unafraid. Sbe had been here 
before, sbe put in (he automatic pitot, 
relaxed on (he presaore cooeb. set the 
alarms to warn of sudden danger, and 
(hen prepared herself for entonaeioaa- 
ness as tbe machine was left to moant 
velocity upon veioelty until H had 
reached maxioMre and tbe fad to the 
power plant lad burned itoelf oat 

Upon Viqoa the darknew of ebitvion 
descended and an omntpotent obarrver 
could have gHmpeed her machine 
streaing with awful !;peed (broogh 
the empty reaelie« at tpere. So H eon- 
t towed. devDortog the light-years—on. 
*04 am. and on. ontU at tort conrtant 
retortty was attained as the laat <bred 
f4 atosnie power was wrerted from (he 
copper bars. 

Vktos opened her eyas, conscioas ai 
a tremendoos Hghtneto Now aecoWro- 
t ton ba d vantahed and the speed was 
rrmataat there wae no gravity as vurh 
She toy tor a moment eertmdatteg the 
sKaoHott; then ahe Ughtly aprang from 
the cooch and went to the neorert wlp- 
deor. 

^ heheW aroun d her a greet lii- 
fiolKy ef Mars and nebutoe. and at 
varyteg dMacteev picked oot Rlget. Ah 
dehoran. Slrtua. and Bete i gee a e. Betel- 
“ parflrator. She eoaW dhi 
■orhK all sw in ging 
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round ruddy Bctelgeose. worlds so far 
from Earth that no telescope had ever 
glimpsed them, and indeed whose ver\ 
presence was unknown except to th«- 
Goldcn Amazon who had pnqtulatcd 
(heir existence by the laws of toathe- 
matlcs. Betelgeuse himself ws.< no 
longer a pin-point star but a stupen¬ 
dous sun. his color varying constantly 
between deep red and brilliant orange 
Here was a sun with a diameter of 
300.000.000 miles, and with a bulk 40 • 
000,000 times fn’eater than Earth's owi. 
cun. A monarch of the void indeed. 

Vkna turned quickly to the powci 
plant—too quickly for she forgot Ihc 
<>bsence of gravity and wasted several 
minutes turning slow somersault« 
When at last she wa.s right tide up 
again sbe put a new copper bar in the 
plant and switched on tbe curreni, 
using It negatively to check her sound- 
le.ss velocity through space. So, gradu¬ 
ally. the "brake’ being on the spare 
machine slowed down and in the 
course of four or five hours it had r<- 
dured its speed to a mere 5.000 milr* 
an hour. 

Vlona was already aware from tele- 
•eoplc observation that each of Ih' 
planets circling Betelgeuse %a.« life¬ 
less—unless it was life invisible—the 
terrain being made up of rock.s, mohn- 
tains and arid deserts. So It did not 
■signify which of the world.s she seJect- 
ed upon which to land. Indeed, since 
her main purpose was to find a way lo 
release Sefner Quorne front his micro- 
cosmic universe she could have done 
it in the space machine, but that would 
have meant using up power to keeo the 
vessel .steady. She had to retain enough 
'^pare bars to enable "her to return 
home if she became so minded.. 

So. by degrees. s)m piloted the ma¬ 
chine down to the* nearest of ihi- 
planets and came to rest within th< 
‘-hadow of a huge mountain ranee 

tVhen at last tbe drone of the power 
plant ceased Viona looked about her 
Gravity felt more or less noroMl new 
jtnd outside ranged infinity — (he 
mighty wastes of the Milky Way in the 
midst of which somewhere was Earth 
For a moment the unutterable loneli¬ 
ness of space swept in upof^ her: «he 
became a near victim to that terror 
of all space pilots—spare melancholia. ^ 
(hen by a sheer effort of will she^ 
mastered it and turned to the various 
’Hslruments with which (he machine 
was equipped. 

Like all the modern flyers It pos$es.<- 
ed numberless machine tools, tortru- 
moots for making instrumenU. and 
with these Viona set to work. Knowing 
rhe basic principles of orbital expan- 
.sion. and consequent enlargement in 
-ize of any material object, sbe set 
herself the task of constructing tbe 
apparatus necessary to increase the 
size of the argon molecule in the am¬ 
pule—and correspondingly everything 
within that molecule. 

•At last, her instrument for matter 
enla r g e ment was complete. Since she 
had no means of knowing how much 
enlargement would be needed to ae- 
compllsh her purpose sbe donned a 
spacesuit and went outside, trailing 
cables from the vessel lo her instru¬ 
ment. Finally she set it up some 
feet away from the spaceship Then 
she took the ampule from its specimen 
ca.se and. without uncorking It in rasr 
the valuable moiecule of argon should 
be lost, she stood it up in a little cleft 
of rockery and then switrhed on her 
apparatus. 

Immediately the current struck the 
ampule it commeneed lo increase to 
size, and the increase remained con¬ 
stant — tbe ampule becoming larger 
and larger until H was six feet htoh 
Soon it was 12 feet—24—36. and R Itod 
lost all (be characteristics of an ampule 
and become inrtead s cloody. trane- 
parent pillar through which V'ona 
roald see the star-clostered sky. 

Some Inner •cleniifle instinct seemeo 
to suggest to her that she still leave 
the nirrent flowing, so she renulned 
'landing, watching intently t}m^lg^ 
her helmet visor And. to time there 
was nothing left of the ampule bu- 
mlat—and at length es'cn this began 
to dissipate 

Then tt wa« that Viona saw some 
ihing. At first «he tboaght II sms her 
mother and father arrfvtog—tor there 
apfMrently sweeping dosrn from the 
heights, tame the all tamUtar ITtrs 
In an tortant Viona knew that sbe wa^ 
mhUken The Ultra bad been leH 
with Qnerne and he had been ropair 
ing H? Then thkt could only menu that 
Qnome had borrt freq of the mlcfo 
cosmic universe. 

Q'th’My Vlona switched aff het n 
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^'runr-'nt Mxl lu>fK hff eye» Afi ^ 
th<- l/Mra as K came 4mm %» the 
imrmmw MiD-dr«nch«d plala TbM a 
•pact a yft af nc«r« ap pa ar t d . Re 
rala^ an arm in i f ee tl nf aa Vlafu 
movfid f arward. 

When alw reaelwd bha bar Ia4 
floaMa tvaat. ‘ntara waa aa aMablnf 
the hatcbet-taead amn wHk the betta- 
ifape eolara d area aad Uaek hair ria* 
iMe heWad the hebaei giaaa. He cava 
the fa ta t e at af amila a aad atatfaacd ta 
the UKra^—apaa whidi. Viaaa aa Uce d. 
a ai a nreliaaa tap ai r jab had baaa per- 
far i aed—than he faDawed Vtaaa tato 
the c aal r a t raoai aad daaad the 
atrtoefc. 


CHAnn VI 

I N a few mtmites they had bata 
retaoved their spaceaulta; then 
they turned ta leak at each athe.. 
**rhank you. my dear." Qnome 
Mid calmly. hU purple eyaa raafflnf 
over the tfrl't face, “i am glad to 
diacaver that you have tuch a malle¬ 
able mind.** 

w "Malleable?*’ Vtona frowned. "Ho\* 
do you Deaa? Or have you been 
readtng aty thoughts? I went through 
aO (hat enlarfeme n t pro ces a beeauff- 
I con s idered 4t my duty to do so. After 
all you are still my husbaod." 

Q uome smiled Icily. "So nice of 
you to rememlwr it! And you surely 
do not Imagine tbst you performed 
sueb advanced acience af your mip 
voUtioT*. do you? You do not for one 
monaent think that your dealre to help 
me was because you are tUII my wlt^?* 
“That was my reason!' VIon# In¬ 
sisted. but a little hesttancT had come 
into her voice. 

Quome shook hfs dark head. "Every¬ 
thing you did. Viona. yoti did because 
I wUlod you to do so!" 

"That eouMn*! he ao. Setaer. You 
see. fn returning aluiig the Earth timr- 
iine (a the preoent day I—** 

"You recovered your memory and* 
found how completely your meddH.'ig 
father had tried to destroy our union' 
Yes. I know all about that and I have 
known about It tor some time. It wss 
when 1 detected that had happened 
that I decided to use you.** 

“Use me?" Viona repeated blandlj' 
Quornr motioned to the softly 
srwnng chain "Be seated, ray dear." 

Viena sank down in the nearest 
chair, but Quome remained standing 
There was something vaguely uo- 
nerving to the girl about his placid 
smile and the hard Ught in Ms piercing 
eyes. Belsre be sp^ agMn he put 
awv Um spocesuHa. pound a drink 
of loataratlve for himself, and then 
iitralleg bach to whe r e Viana waa 
sealed. She watched him flaedly. half^ 
afraid, ofl her own pm. on ca iiod Maas 
about tMa mat a r od wiian asw cram- 
Mifig around her. • 

"You have a lot to learn in acientur: 
tricks. Viona." Qnome alatod at 
length. ceniKaring her. *Too are stilt 
very young, and bec a use of that your 
mind is pliable and easily sselmUa«r>s 
orders. ... Let me explalii what hap¬ 
pened Your father. Abna. betag the 
clever aclentM that be la. abaaibad the 
m leromupic onNerae In which I was 
citooted lata an atr aaipule. You flsay 
ask how I cuuM know that when 
iKeuietieaHp. I waa a vast spnHsI dls- 
tonce awv frpm Mm?" - 
’Itow dM rau know?” VMna asked 
'Thinugh your mlfid. my dear" 
Quamr gaer a crooked smile. *Wncc 
you ware aware el your father's atfUon 
R was naluratly ru e e r ded in yuur mM 
—and L la apmpoUiy wtth yaur aHnd. 
wm aware af the tact. Yau muM re- 
auMhrr that space h ha barrier ta 
nttod and thaaght wavaa. kecauaa 
neMher af them toll Into the catodtrr 
af sMal we ead a amiaria l BMntfmla- 


U sriqr I aif yuu m* km 

raar pmls iapv kav 


I obe y ed your will in reloaatng 
from that tube? That H want 


"That Is just what I mean." Qnar ae 
sat dawn. Us thin hands dangling 
b o tw c op Ms kneoa, his eyes on the 
giiTs face. 

( can hardly believe R." Vtona 
whlaatii.il. hareWed. "I lak de ep 
loiioc me that I awed you some fcted 
of silegiouro. that aa yuur wife I could 
not allow you to be toipri s oned l^toat 
lobe and—" 

"I Chfnk.*' Quome broke to enhUy 
"that our asoeeiattoo aa man and wife 
was somowhat stonuy. to aty the toast 
of it Even SeHao. the mnduet M aor 
uUon. dM not remain to nlem us. He 
was translated into a mathematical so 
stract and forever disappoored. AUegl- 
sneo to me! All you octaally experl- 
enced were the impoiscs I put Into 
your mind rntd. the stars be. prMaed. 
you resetod without flaw. Here I am 

and with the mighttost plan to my 
^ands that, an^ scientist ever had!” 

Viona gased at hltn dumbly. "Plan?" 
sbe reposted vaguelir. 

"That's "what I told! Time and 
again I have been defeated to my pur¬ 
poses by your father apd mother, 
chiefly because I have atways used 
basic acieotlfic methods to enforce my 
wilL itoich methods their setontiiic 
knowledge was profound enough to 
overcome. But now I have aomethiag 
very different." 

ThU time Viona did not say anv- 
(hing at aH: she was still endeavoring 
to grasp the grim predicameot into 
ikich toe had fallen. Quome. as he 
had always done to the pM. had again 
used her m his pawn, and this time 
there was no posriMe means of asalst- 
snee—unlOM her father and motbfr 
had decided to rescue her. 

"They wont, my dear." Quome 
{Ofnmented. reading her thoughts. 

"Don't be too sure !" Viona letoried. 
"You have a certain energy within you 
which—" 

"Yev Viona. I know. It extotod as 
long as 1 was in the mtcroaeoplc state, 
hut now 1 have relumed to normal 
sixe it has romptotety dissipated. No 
detector in the miverse can ever find 
me new. so since your parents haven t 
arrived to took for their charming 
daughter, they certainly never will 
now Get tt through your mtod that 
we’re atone—compl^ly atone After. 
alL that is what you. wanted, wasn’t 
It. prompted by your lovtog eroetloni 
t.-nrard me?" 

Quome was smiling thinly, but the 
orly light in Ms eyes was one of cold 
rrueltv. Vises U^tened her lips and 
was silent for a hmg time, doing har 
best to confuse her thoughts so that 
Quome could not read (he desperate 
fear which wis striving to overeome 
her. 

"You m en tio ne d somet h ing about a 
mighty plaa.’ she saM. "Am I entitled 
to hoar what tt to?" 

"Seeing you have becume such a de¬ 
voted wife, and also because m prbb- 
aMy need an aaristant. I have (to 
objection to eiplalntng my d is covery. 
In a word, I bMleve I have d is cov e red 
the rodisUons of the Centrol liPelU- 
fence, and if I hove. H meotts I have 
also found a marve ll ous we a pon " 

"Central latoaigence*’’ VIoos re¬ 
peated. *T never heord of tt. end 
my mother and father have never 
i iie n t to nsd tt." 

"Your niathof end father's ( s asar e hii 
do not io l ores t me. Vtona. I mode m> 
discowry whtte In the micraacopir 
world, end I mode R oo thm* Mstrw- 
ments In the Ultra hero. It wta alwor 
chance. I admit, otherwlae the rodl- 
atlam waul d hove been d ls t ai’ t rsd 
long ag». Lot me ask yoo a mMtton. 


certohi meMal MBs sprhM from?-- 
aoch m a ctowtl i l c koosrtodsa. groit 
n^al MM. mM afl the oMtortolaM 

the hMdrad menial iWikiilir 
"The kralo. of ooanoo." 

Qnaniii Monk kki hood. "Ifro hcain 
to oMr the Is g mp r ater of Ifro ModMR' 
vovoB. |Hl w ■ radM ■ pn molM Mnao 

teHMSMt.*" 

Vfaoa sat imna rd In lnl«^ 


af ssmethtog M oeeuiqi' me—aad this 
to what I dlniovered. Come, see for 
yonrseV." 

Be rase maC cronsod to the swttek 
panel and the gM f oHpwe d him. 

In ailnneo she w at c h e d as Q u oro g 
threw to the nurin akitch, then Me 
surreyod the giugp needles swinfing 
under the toftaence af unknown power. 

"What you ■* behetdiog." Qnome 
saM. "are lu B ow tii g waves of tateUI- 
genbe from a centra) l uui o e whose 
posttioo I Mven't yet located. Jast as 
light waves. ulUpvio l et. Infrared, and 
so forth, all have their different place 
on the scale; aa alae have the vary¬ 
ing de g reea of Intoftoct. At random 
one might,^B y tha t here wv aoe ropro- 

speriaUsad glfta. aod so toM iHitob 
every b o to g wtth the corroc t brain 
mo^nint to eonstaocly recalv ln g and 
intontrettog w b eioxor they may be. and 
no matter what planet." 

"Ifl whfeb |W.wouldn‘t i nclu d e eer- 
tata typos' of aRtoili aad aa fdHhT 
VioiM ashed oulefcly. haven’t 

the | . a wc i' of r e a s on." 

"Just so. Yhat la why I said the 
‘correct' hrsto eguiphtowt. Do yon not 
perceive the vast posslbntties w hi ch 
lie, here. Vloon?" 

She shook her head 

"Then' I will tell you." be said 
“Every radiation, physicsl or roeta 
phyMeaL is capable of being deflected 
—or maybe "dampene.V’ Is s better 
term'. It to a matter of metbematlm 
to deter m ine Uie exact counter-radi¬ 
ation. bert ft can certainly be done." 

Viona anM: "With 'be ptayalcal 
waves, yes such as ultrariotot. ttiCfa- 
red. and aa on But with the mete- 
phyiHcal waves, no. If they Vriof 
from a central fount of InteRffimee. 
as you My they do—and which I've no 
reason to doubt->you cannot possibly 
devise a counter-wave bocause that 
would mean creating aometfalng imei- 
ligent yourself, aod you can’t do it! 
The Central Intelligence would never 
permit you to devtoe aomeUUng detrir 
mental to itsotf." 

Quome rubbed hto atondar bands to¬ 
gether. "Viana. there are Untot whan 
I have hopes fOr you." he saM. ‘If 
only you were so .wonderfnlty analyti¬ 
cal all the time! Bnt you are tfolte 
wnmE "W 4m€. MeUpHystoal waves 
•re still electrical ttasugh they arc In 
a Ugber form M e to e t rics than tboir 
counteniart physieal wsvoa. Thsugfrt 
«ave scan be detected on any piiyslcal 
lahoratnry equipment, as srttaess tetop- 
athy tests .. . Therefore, an electrical 
wave can be generated to etaei oppo¬ 
sition to a metaphysical wave and 
dampen Its power, or even cut tt ont 
atto^het." 

"You mean yoo think you conM 
devise dampening w a ves to obliterate 
all the toftowlng imvea wo see regls- 
t eeo d here?" - - - 

Qoonie nodded colmty "dual think 
what would happen, fer loatapBe. tt the 
Inflowing wovoa wIiMi aio inteipfclod 
as me m ory wore soddenly to fait! 9^ 
pose I deflected all waves from Earth 
which ranee memory to fnnetlanT How 
then?" 

Vtono stared at Mm. ‘'Mt-^tott. 
Sefhar, that to going too fort ira tam¬ 
pering wtth the basic laws of the (tod* 
verae. of man's natnrnl borttage! Yon. 
canT da It.*" 

"I can. Viona. and 1 shaU Aad 
suroly yon are sclentifir onoagk to 


I bovo tt to my Masp to 
III nMIrsiil gtito-oa aaltod- 

tral IntottlgaiKO. lean tom 
ofy^raman. a sas | > whrttm 
attribnte, and radoto Ueta 
Mrtaarvtoot aatodlam atoem 

a« I deem fit! WKb that 
af course, the Cenlml IntoB 


totting waves of totottaoL 
any pari of ano imlva 
living helagi ahanist I 


Now fut knew wig 


(he ihonMers. forcing nir to leak m 
Mm. "Can't year yaoth Innaeaneo 
abaart the paottboitosT" 

"Yentb and inneoonaa hnvo nilMng 
to do wtth lU SoMor. And to any coat 
I’m far more matnri. tknn yan hsMseo 
It to jnal ttot yon’ro gttng ton tm. 
Pm oaovtoead you art! Yon are not 
dealiiM witli trianpf yon an sttiwif 
ing to altor the oourac af Groaitan 


Tsrfir. 


s ig h e d. "Tor a mam sto ar two. ea rtiw . 

1 had hopes for you as mj wUa. I 
eran glhnpmd the paattMttte af yan 
stondiag beoldo nto whUe I f s r msd 
the Uni versal ■retborkood. Boeann af 
your silly scntimsids. yon are throw 
log mfde the cbaitet Wf being the 
queen of all Uie Un l vu fa aa. tt ionldto r 
to ohouMcr wtth me." Qno rn a liitod 
at her directly. "BeCsreon nE Tlana, 
for av aeto n t if te ttitti can abralifrton 
the prints van hove yet to laan» we 
caa make every Uvtog thtog aano 
under our oontrol. IM can hast fho 
vtry intelllgmee ri the nn i racto tt- 
setf to our dc ri r ea . 1 ttmtl do an In 
any case. Su.'cly ywo are iwt gttng to 
stand aloof Itm that?" 

Viona was silent again foUowtog a 
vwlety cf Ihonitoto dho fett she aonM 
do ao frwely at the manmnt, for QnMno 
was now laaking at the todteaton 
sgato and aiilrtog natoa af lhair nad> 
1^: he waa ftr too ahaoihad to hafhar 
reading her mtod. iVUeh was M aa 
wen. for In the mfdat of her meiWs 
tioBs an amaring thought c a me to her. 

UnquestioMUy tt mutt have aaator 
from the CAtral tatelligsaeo Itaett. 
but in this parttenlar mimsnt andi a 
poasfbllity never a otn erod to bar. Afl 
sbe realised was (hat she had the 
answer to bar peah tom eaneorning 
Quome. but to work her way to Me' 
•iriutioQ would take Hme. dhaiining 
tact aad. above sIL earefblly shtetded 
ihenghts. 

"1 believe." sbe saM. tomtag ttowly. 
"that yoh arc right, Sefbor. 1 voMd 
be a foal to torn down nch an altor 
at you have made ?" 

Be glanead at bar ikarply. tatotog 
aside the netos ha had haan mahing. 
Sbe canid tot! tbs tolanttto afldi 
mtod as ha prahad Into Iba dsnCha af 
her thoMkta. bnt aa daaplr hat lad aa 
yet—was her taapindlan Be hnC Bt 
hint of it. Re toad aidy a wMtofltoto 
to do m he wishod. 

‘Tm glad yon are irlhls," ha atti 
briefly "U mems to me Mat ttto haal 
thtoa xw enn do Is bshaei aa pactaan 
only, forgetting all the ameCtoaal 
laanas which ususUy attond macrIagE 
We hawe d down to thooe Imnoa hefaeo 


flrmod. She movod to the iiilPtt 
board. "What da yan Inlant d atogT 
VWnwTt art vg ymttMwRttiM ViM 
Bwtoaa dram haeo, ansalpT" 

"OhvtoMtty nat At llw mamani I 
am working ont Urn mithematlrat do* 


oonnter to wMeh. It wM ho a long 

'And when yon havt 4mm that?" 
Bnarnt mnaad. "I think «a ara 


gelng to hood a MaaodttonfL aaadtttod 
of tranmieont metal, aa that tt wtti ha 


Aboard th e Uttra hay thb 

necoaaary eqsrlp^Bcnt far asannlB^^^B^^ 
ing snM m Island. Howooer, ttni tot 


dm ght i 

httotora 


She waa an har wag to k 
whan Qaarna laohad al har 


that agaeattdp one than, rmoho 
not gstog to nood It any mart m 
hauo tha Uttra tor koto of 
"TonTl alag ritol horar ht 


CNAPmVN 






n tom^ f hod 
I am antoohr toynl 
-H to ato apso. 


'ssr.aB 
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Wffletf. f^rnuto. SS- !■'’ 


•• tm vril* « iMr 4ir*—iv _ 

•iMbr aril iMMir 9 luMt bU • U-ham 


«ir l» M tlMt the eentrel rmm 
M tfilr. Aari tlraghMit aie tlae 
QMnw werfeed iteetflsr et Me roethe* 


Mi at ethere wtth Uie bcM the 
afcalMeni. unto, en the levtb dM. 
Ml itaA of netei icmed to eetliAr 

t aai he tovoght tlra aerMi to 
eea l i al teMe. where Vlem wee 
leetoi. 

"There Jt aH Ji. aij deer,” be Mtd, 
leaMac tibe aeteC dewn. "A teontor* 
•aee fv eroy redtotteii eaiittod hgr 
the Oeatral tatemgence! AQ that ie 
togitoai mam ie the aeeeeaaT Hurhtne 
ta earit the eaaater ^wei. I have 4e> 
riiai ea aae nadriaeTlMe to aHcr Its 
aave hagt h at the toadi ai a button, 
ft will he a t e wpll eated taek f eto g It, 
M h e twee a ue>-ier I ihall waat yea 
to hate ma thire ii no re ai e n why we 
ihi a lda* t aeeompUMi our parpoee." 

ytama picked 19 the aetei and 
ftoared threugh them. Sha could toll 
•t a gtonee that they were far toe 
.WMpUcstod for her to aaderfUad. 
"Teu_iald aemethliig about a Uni> 
Tioaa renurked, 
m agata. *T don’t 
ir meaalng, If H 
la year teteattoa to aubieet efe i y b odv 
—eedaee thca to mtndleai al a v ai 
where rioee the eieeacc of hr eth c r h eed 

bard imlte. 'ft 
It le nerefr a name. But all 
the aame 1 beUeve Uut ae we la-egr em 
wo dhaO hrteg late eur erWt etbcn at 
a Ifce tMad to euraelvee—tboee who 
toe wlllMg to aeerlfice everything ler 


Ihat win form the Br ethe rh eod." 

•X)v e rlerdB would be a better tena." 
^aaa nunaured. but Qoome gave her 
a fUaty gUaee. 

Do not tmagtoe.” be mid. "that 
ritom who have boon bereft at thMr 
iitolnitlag fieeultlotjai May Mite that 
toriedattety. Br ao meaael 1 only 
hrioad to cri^le the p oaer i of rtaioa. 
aad aa forth, leaf enough to 
s. After that the 
radtotloa win he withdrawn 
aad toaoe edto ware aodcr Ite loftoenee 
warvuert to normal, oidy to find that 
they ere Tided ly e power they eammt 
oaaeao or ov e rthfow. My powor! For 
the BOltoto there are eigne of rehellten 
hadt wa come the 
*Aad tUi toOueMe le 
thria0ieat aD the Vnivener 
"ly gi»m. yoo. It wID be a life- 
tkae eg warh. and when the time 
eaaMO for aw to dto. ae It mnet In the 
cad, eaa wfl take over. By vMee eg 
yewb^ the daagWtor of Aaaaaoa 
to yea have their gift of ahnoot 
m$ lerlalaly m tor 1.0iF 
haroao ay eym ie awre or lew 
y lamm wpect to lilt beyond 

yon have decided to 
trari^ me wKh MOifllilnfT" Ttara 

‘‘^tirttiar I ahea know whclhei 
tooraoL By that time I ebon have 




80 that you may ell 
id eay. ‘AO thte 


hand on the 
"Why da you hove to take that 
iT" he deowaded.. "Have you 
an eptoft of a m bWI o M A aa VIona? 

w your great 
a wegnlfti ml purpooeT 


Qoorac elapy 
tahia. "Why da 


CooTVoa r 

ovoiy Mob to the tfnfvorae fiaeOag 
todtopyutb iatodMittlytoyouard^ 
Thau aw dear, le eanuleile hOwr 

ao the petol at Mow. 



of the whtag. die woe no wlear 
when, tea wceke later, the iaetnunaol 
ww flnidtod. moulded entirely hy the 
(71lni*i marine toole. In bMgbt the 
a pp a rntoo etoed el^ feet and it woe 
Ove feet wide. From top to baoe, on 
ecw eMo-~Mnee M wae boK>ehapod» 
there waa a panel covered in awitebea 
at dtffcreat eolore. Added to tUe 
ner* multiple bonke of keye like thoee 
of am organ, together with row after 
row at dtota. Within the Inetrument, 
la far ae Tleaa nndentood It. wae an 
atomic power plant 
"Bat that plant of itaelf, la uselese," 
Quorae explained, when it came to the 
final rharking over. "It neode an in- 
exhaoetflMe power sudi as 

only the aam eon givo.' Were we eper^ 
attog frem here we eeuM prebeMy tap 
the ootfleoing eCherle wavee of Betel> 
cneee tor our boaie eneqy—but sinee 
we need to be within the region of our 
S<riar Syatem we ehall have to travol 
there and then uUltoe our own familiar 
sun. Tory anaoi dmpler. too. staieo i 
underftaiid our own aun'e powers la 
> every detaU." • 

"The moment we near eur own Solar 
System well he detected." Vlena 
pointed out but Quome ^ook Ms 
heeA 

"We can oaly be detected within 
l.OOOJWO milee of Sarth, my dear, 
othiratoe the Ultra la far too small to 
be pi efce d up by te leaco pic ebaervation. 
If we haft ea the rhn at the Solar 
System, that le Jast behind the orbit of 
Phrio, we wlS be well Mdden. And 
that Is where I am thinking of estab¬ 
lishing the ep o cQ station. This instni- 
^ijnent will have eaftlcient power, iriteo 
^be sun to the basic energy, to reach 
throughout the entire system." 


CNAmR VHI 

W ITHIN halt ao hour the Ultra 
was rtoing frwn the unknown 
planet and swiftly beading 
away from Betelgueae. The 
only sign ef the vtett lay to vtena’s 
ab o ndeaad spaas machine. 

And now ttwre began that enM^noos 
lem acrom tnflntty beck to the Barth 
Somr Syateui, demanding a meed 
many ttoaca greater than Uabt if the 
trip was to be aeoompltobed to reason¬ 
able time. Here, however, there was 
no great dUflealto. The Ultra was 
* wHh all m necessary Inertla- 
ao that the travellers would 
be able to endure the raaxlmtnn strain 
withoot IDwffeet. Wbldi. as far as 
Queme was con c er n ed, was very r^ 
qutoito; be had not the tremendous 
phyaieol roetotance of VIona. 

^ ‘ im the Ultra's vetod^ to 
I that of light and with this 
There Chen settled 
the weary maaotooy of the Journey, 
rime to which P u eiTie perfected the 
flaol details to m "dsmpenlng" ma¬ 
chine. 

Aad desp ite their stupendous velo¬ 
city. in many cases exceeding the 
seven timea that of Uglit hy neatly 
twice the figure, II toak sevenl we^ 
to cram the awful ahym between Batol- 
geuae aad the Barth solar s y st em, 
r wtu na tel y. emything f un erioned 
perfec t ly, so thoiwoghly had Quorne 
rep ai re d the Uftra whilst in the mlcro- 
rn s m Id at lengtti Plato, ooterreost 
worid of tha si sto m . become Mcnti- 
le a saull speck to the tele- 
Bsyon d Urn ranged the glimt 


thli ehleet with the 
beoi^" Quoroc 
'Ten knew how they 


ward jirsg'iSBlsn, Mma, Bmth. Veum 
■ad Mersu i i . The sun ec thla dto- 
tance hung aa a rilanwnd Irtght paa, 
but nesiethelam Ms radtstteua ware 
powei f o l onaogh now to aftoet the 
Uftre'B rietoeCan. 

•Thto." Q u am s sMd. "is where we 
haft At tMi petal In apoce we have a 

In w hich »9 


Be taraari to the switchboard, 
slowori the Uftra down to a Ttartettfl 
shd Chau come to tha cantral tahle and 
spread out a htaaprIuL 
'Thla.” he stplalosil. "fa the fatond. 
Thera was oo 


Vlom Mteooo hoh. In the rtag 
ImpMcMr to the rwoms amt euClM- 
of 4 m a thto a which she la the hob PrtM 
rviood Brou though she Hampeuer. wntrh. 
«• k am oftaZ 4 Bg tuMI 



"We writ 
Ultras 
ex|4alned. 
woikT” 

'T should." VIona an swered dryfr. 
‘Mother showed me often enough. 
They crystallise the redlatfaws ef space, 
hardening them from their ethereal 
quali^ until they take m matter 
form, after whldi their atomte can- 
stitation to alterad to whatever fa 
desired—ireo. stone, glaas. goM. or 
soy desired substance." 

"Exactly," Quone agreed. With 
the patttftting beams, then, we can 
make our space stetioo, and once it ii 
created we Will andiM’ It. That is 
simple Mough. The tendency of any 
Mg Mijeet Ifte the space station wlil 
be to drift toward ^ solar system, 
due to the grarttation fisid- A beam 
of force projected at Pluto will sUqi 
the drift, the force being equal to the 
pull in the opposite direction." 

"Cleer e1fa|igh." VIona agsented. 
W'hen do we itarlnT" 

"We have two pottemers,*’ Quome 
.said, glancing at them. "You man one 
and ni haafie the other. Follow mv 
orders to the letter." 

VIona nodded and cromed to the 
nearer instrument, settling herself in 
the ehalr with vdikh ■ ft was fitted. 
Then, peering into its eyeidecot—as 
though ft were some kind of television 
camera—she m an oe uv red ft into the 
position stipulated by Quome. In the 
'‘view-screen’' loomed empty space, but 
after a. while, as the pow e r was swUcb- 
ed on, this space b^me alive with 
seething energies as the invisible 
moulding fingers begsn to form mat¬ 
ter out of radisUon^using It. hard¬ 
ening it. fashioning ft. 

Like all sclentlfte tadca of this 
nature, net a great deal could be done 
at a time. For many weeks the Ultra 
remained anchored far beyond Pluto, 
but during this time the central hub 
of the space island took form—then 
came the radiating spoke tunnels, 
completely slr-tlght, and finally the 
outer linked bridgea which formed the 
peripher y of the wheel. ^ 

Being close to the‘object, for ft was 
not more than five miles distant from 
the Ultra, made ft distinguishable, but 
for the sake of a test Quome took the 
Ultra for a brief 20(KmUe leap and be 
and Vhma loMced back at the island to 
discover It had vanished. The trans¬ 
lucent but immensely hard metal of 
u-hicta it was comp os ed made space 
visible through it. and the material 
itself did not reflect Ujgbt In any de¬ 
gree. so that unless one wu almost on 
top of ft. it defied detection. 

Then back to the task again, holding 
it in position fay magnetic beams from 
Jhe Ultra until its own power unit 
could be equipped and check the drift 
toward the soltf ijitlfm 
Weeks became months. The space 
island itself mat finished and was fol¬ 
lowed by the tata of using the Ultra's 
machine-tool equipment to manufee- 
toTe tbc necessary engbies with whim 
the Island had to be equipped. Most 
of them were made sectltmally In the 
Ultra and then ferried acroas the small 
gap nt space with utmost eaae there 
being no deterre nt gr av i ty . Vftma 
handled most of this task dressed to 
a spacesuit fitted with small Jet re¬ 
coils. In this way she could float 
about the ahym as she eboee. punting 
the machine aecUoM alo^ as required 
In a veer the space Island was com¬ 
plete and all the mechincs linked up. 
There came a moment when the Ultra 
was brought aloaigride the hub of the 
Island, anchored there magnetically 
and VIona end Qoome stepped Into 
their new ‘‘home" and laboratory to 
s u rvey tbeir bandlworlL Certrtnly 
they had accompifaliad a mastefpleee. 
They had plenty of apace to which to 
work, perfect afr«oodltlooed rooms. 
Marateciae and IIvIm quarters, end 
portlrulaily any numher eg obeerve- 
tartaa eo the oobar ol the whoeL 
whe r efrom to view the voM. . . . Afao 
to the huh stokri the isnuiMir. Unked 
m MW to meaMvu nowur unite, which 
eouatOBtly s h as i hii aad sterod the 
enaegy of the sml 
" 8 a^" Qua ms Z. as ht and 
s Mvo y od Ifit co nt r a 
'ivirythtaglgroog». 1 

go Msi the taotay ogthfa rnt r i li l a ml . 

■FriMT? OhslioMr. to MO tha dau^ 

ft sriB 


Vtana 



weight fa ae detriment Indeed. 11 
eeoaes to exist." 

"Tour IntenUoD now is to dampci 
the waves reaching the Earth?" IHona 
asked, but Quorrte shook his bead. 

"First I have a test to make and 
plan to work out. The Central Intelli- 
geuee is sttusted, as neer as 1 can 
work ft out. at the exact ceto^ of the 
Universe. The Earth jystenM well to 
one side ef that centre. So I have to 
work out bow to cut aerooa a partlculsi- 
set ef metaphysical radiatkm which 
are affecting Earth and. fmr that mat¬ 
ter. all parts of the SMar System. I 
had thought, for experiment, that « 
space flyer might be the best. It will 
be bound to contain people with all 
types of minds." 

"You mean one of those 'Curiosity 
Tours' which the Space Line runs? A 
trip as far as Phito and back for 
si^tseers?” 

"Exactly." Quorne agreed. "I once 
went on one ef those tours just for 
the childish amu^erndtot of it, but I was 
quite sttrprtsed to note how many so- 
called intellectuals were present 
among the paf»enger«. Not thirt that 
fa unusual, perhaps; only the higher 
type of mind would be interested In 
surveying ^>ace. However, be that as 
it may. a Curiosity Tour machine win 
make excellent bail Vta must keep 
on the watch and th^ ap]^' the 
Dampener We shall know radio 
reports how the oassengers have been 
affected." 

Viona merely nodded, not at all in 
favor of this idea of prt^bly destntw 
iiig an entire ship full of Innocent* 
for the sake^of scientific exper im en t , 
but just at the moment she was quite 
unable to do a thing about ft. Later 
a chance would come, and then . . . 

“Which metaphysical wave do you 
propose to dampen first?" she asked 
presently. 

Quonre grinned. The most domi¬ 
nant one of all, my dcar^-^asoo! It 
exists as number 1 > on the scale and 
number 17 of my own counteractives 
should be sufficient to jam ft com¬ 
pletely, as one jams a radio wave. It 
will be interesting to note the effect 
if a crew and passengers find the gift 
of reason suddonb denied them. . . . 
Switch on the radio. We can tell frooi 
that when a Curiosity Tour fa sched¬ 
uled. and act accordingly.*' 

Viona did a* ordered. It was about 
this time, back on Earth, thgt a Curi¬ 
osity Tour was just starling. TTiey 
were more or less a regular serv’ke 
and were .simply the ultramodern ver¬ 
sion of one-time coach-parties, but in¬ 
stead of a tour round the countryside 
or round the world, the Space Line 
offered a tour round the solar sy s tem 
'Thus it was that on this occasion, with 
no possible hint of the fact that they 
were being marked down by a sadistic 
sctMRfaf as his targets. 200 men and 
women, moat of them of the lefaured 
intelligentsia, embarked on tbe Z-M 


CHATTER IX 

T he great lounge contained quite 
a aprinktlng of celebrities. There 
was Hars*ey Kinoon. tbe famous 
space artist, whose paintings of 
Jupiter had won him the highest 
honm: there was Lydia Dane, the 
famous woman composer whose "Sym¬ 
phony of the Jt’orlds” had taken U» 
Earth musical world by storm; and 
there was Barrington Lendar, a cosmic 
photographer, whose contributions of 
film to the world's observatories had 
helped to give a clearer tnsllbt as to 
the formation of the sMar qrstem. 

Theue were only a few of the 
famous. .Afao present w e re the Icsaar 
lights, an of them apparently to ■ good 
iiuroar. 

In tbe control room Capt Hendenoo 
was to charge and. so far. everything 
was rattling to schedule 
"Boutine can become very duU 
<maiotJraes. Mr. Blake." bo remarked 
to the navigator. 

sliwvery dull. 1 have b opss 
^ my papers wfll soou be threu^ 
fw tte to be tranVerred te the ftat 
Earth-Man ran." 

Prtasui^ Henderson saM: "It ooevrs 
tom# drtftt^ rUgMlF•• c aotar 
JuftMteta your figorao. Mr. BMte.” 
Tlu uavlgtM stadted Ms cBsrt 
and fben loekod thr^ugk ibs 


Friog Mtalan 1 
rhtrb. atlm mmm 
rim atmrWm^ 


ft ta o BMtaorik Mrt at rim ttrivetue 
M ta^ Mo, lifao «bt fafaMd 


rioujr, "but wbate uro y 
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Th« captain’s voice tnIM off and 
tLcn stopped. He nibbed bis forehead 
as theai^ semethliid pained him; then, 
Uke dw aoeiistnr. he stared thnmdh 
tte wtadosr. BveiTthliif eat there 


th^ both alreadjr had forgotten that 
ther intended to caQ the pay^iatrlat 
Net that It weakl hare been anj food 
K th«^ bad. The popehiatrist himself 
was sItUaf before a iiaek of notes in 
hU cabin, eompletctr tinabk to reason 
oat the thesis upon which he bad been 
engaged. 

In the loange there were sl^ of 
troabif. \oo. Hanwy Klnsen. the great 
ardst. was seated at the main window 
with a small eaael before him. Re had 
partlr rou^i-sketcfaed the distant moon 
and star bscfcgroand. bat now his hand 
h es itate d . He had not the vagueet 


-But h« be d.^. VI’ Tbet If iSSS'tiTtr 

« lunger reg^er. « U» b^Sier' 

“If be found hte way back from the pryin g tt f alls Into 
tDircocosm to our normal Unlferse. understaBtUbl^ actance , It 
hell certainly be bending every onoce tor analy^ aflervm^ upa o the d a« 
to cOfisammate his plans for unlverul lectors, ^wayi gaming a w u ra M 
CMiquest “ *o»6e to Earth wltboat a crash. ThM 

Then wbst do we do?” Abna asked. is one of the risks." 

‘ We can't afford to go racing out into “i dmi’t like it" Chris Wilson sM 
the region oi Betelgcuse on the off- uneasily. “Wa can’t afford to loot pam 

chance of locating Viona. and perhaps Vi. Couldn’t I go? I can bt replaead 

Quome. If it iheuM happen again, if anything should happen tn me." 

then we’O know It is not coincidence." •‘Commendable. Chris, but imprae- 
The Amazon was silent, a faraway ticahle. I am the only one. eteopt 
look in her violet eyes. Abna pot a Abna. who can set the instruments." 
great arm about her shoulders. ■•! bad this matter of which of ok 

“^ou miss VIena. don’t you?" be should go over srith my wife tteUt% 
murmured. coming here." Abna explained. "R la 

*T do. The shadow of Quome hover' obvious that one of us has to stay and 

tng ever her makes me want to take keep control over matters of the ly^ 

off in Ultra Two and try to locate tern, and when It cogsaa to abaaluto 

her." analysis my ahUltles in sekniee far 

“You never would." Abna saM excc^ hers. More bluntly. If OM af 

gravely. “We've net a single ehie us has to be iscri fl ce d. she pietafi'M 

upon which to work." It to be herself." 

« « b "As alwiys." Ruth Kanrlgan eoaa* 

Aboard the space Uland the news mented. "you put sdence beCart per* 
of the crashing af the Z-29 had Just tonalities, don’t you. Yl?" 
been pidwd up over the radio wavea tjjo Amazon shrugged. *1 sm takteg 
from Kartb. Quome was Jubilant ^ what I believe to be the eominMia^m 
becaooe it was all part of her plan course, that’s aU. It R aetUed th^ 

not to aeem antagonistic in .gny way, i ihaR embark incognito oa the R-RT 

Viona did ber utmost to aM>ear en* tomorrow." 

tliusiastlc. The aaaembly of di rec t ors nodd ad 

“Wc have It my dear; we ate the Amazon looked at Ckria WB* 

lately have It!" Quome declared. "We ^ 

can dampen any psrtolar outno^g “Arrange for me to enter tho ma* 
moUphysteal wave from the ^nM p^j^e through the crew ahrloek. then 
Intelligence and produce havoc by that i era go struigbt to my suite and atv 

ve^ iMans." ^ __ _. there. If 1 am racognted. there wM 

would app ear. Vio na yogd; 5 , raMylng dMracClona.** 

At 10 o'clock the fbbmrh^’aaralac 
"“■y* nobody noticed the sUm. agu ga M ly 

In when re aa o o Is destroyed. Hoi^ver, womu In. thn jmai tera^lnoB 


And the efft^ deepened with every 
«ood that the new uncontrolled space 
tr a veUrd onward. It waa 
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0MW—ast wtet rvrAaliwd of tbc far- 
MM»U the wm wcarinf were tmotfwred 
ia ftrt and ripped In doeeni of plaaoa. 
Seen at the bei»fnr aware of this, she 
alee hecame awprc of something elaa: 
her memoiy had retnraed. 

Beery detail was clear in her mind 
up to the point when she had been 
htt aver the bead. She felt her bead 
•entiy. but so thoroughly had Abna 
done his healing w<^ and forced 
rhysical eendlliotts to obey mental 
power, the Amazon could feel no trace 
of injury. 

’*G4Md.’' Abna grinned, bolding out 
his hand and assir'Jng her to rise frirtn 
the bed. *^1, you were brought home 
with a fractured skull and dislocated 
ne^. There were also plenty of deep 
cuts and severe bruises. It toafc me 
a b o u t five minutes to put you right 
... I hardly need to ask what hap¬ 
pened. T was told by the sparep^ 
officials who brought you in that 
murder had broken loose on the 11-67." 

' The‘Amazon gave him the details 
and he nodded slowly. 

"That's how I pictured It. Anyway, 
the machine returned safely enotigh 
under automatic control and it was 
about then that the loss of memory 
affecting everybody aeeifted to lift—*’ 

"My special instruments!" the Ama- 
aon interrupted in sudden alarm "What 
happened to them— 7" 

"In the lab. waiting for you to sum 
them up. I had the spaceport execu¬ 
tives search your suite, and they found 
them on the bed. Let's hope they tell 
us something." 

*n»ey went to the laboratory and 
gazed upon the registrations the in¬ 
struments hid made. 

"Three of these only register normal 
cosmic radiation.*' the Amazon said 
finally, "and It certainly was not that 
which tMMet everybody. This fourth 
aee. though, points exactly to the 
source of the trouble and. by compu- 
tallen. will give us the precise posl- 
Uon and distance. I devised it so as 
to be extra-sensitive to any''liBusual 
output of power." 

With that she began the necessary 
enIculatloM. ntog the laboratory's 
HMtfeematica! asachlnes to check her 
rea n Ha and make sure there were no 
errorw. When, an hour later, she had 
eeoie to an end of analyzing the de- 
laeUr'a findings her e xpre s a l on waa 
kaffled. 

It something situated about 
4j00.000.000 miles away from us." she 
isinmincfd. ''Almost in a straight line, 
tn fact we could fly straight to It by 
working out in detail the precise 
source of the power which affected 
(Mi detector—but as you sse, the 
■sat stnatlnc feature of all is this 
—thcmatlcal ansiyiria of the radiation 
wideh caused the trouble. It Isn't 
f i d utai l In the un d erst ood sense sf 
Hm W ard' H is metaphysicaL** 

Abn nodded slowly, mualog over 
tile eqpations. then at last ho saM: 

dealing wHh something decid¬ 
edly novel bore. VL As yon My. the 
range is w etap h ysleal of the same 
vibr a t i on ■ thought-waves themselves. 
Some kind of atetaphyslca] radtstlM 
wm oasd to offect the minds of tbooa 
aboard thet veapei—and the two vcaoelt 
ba f ar e It I suggest a mam hypnmia 
mocfctoc being operated from a great 
Matanee. Pour thousand. (hre« hun¬ 
dred million miles takes us ri^ out 
b aj s M d Ploio's orbii.'' 

tile Amazon pondered. *t dent 
tbtab mam hypnosis la the ansorcr. 
Abna. flypn^ waves art In the 
|Myilsnl ardcT. they are elaetrleaL 
tblo Is something much mars mro- 
fM." 

"Wb sever to bsek af It—wad an# 
emmat belp but sus p ect Qosr nt ba 
surelp enn't be aattaflcd with destroy 
Ing. or otherwise Ineo^scHating. tbe 
tmvoners ibiari «oee mneMaeo?" 

The Anutoon shook her hood. "Tlwl 
Mt the olUmatt answor to any 
■nana. AbM. In tha caae af too toal 
tma omaofla two attributes af nrind 
wuin tamgmwrfly suagendod far tto 
gamaadan. la ana enaa II wda aelan- 
tttk bnowWtgi; and In tha atbaf H 
w«g mamary. imnachint alaa wan 
isnblidli bitebad In the cant af tha 


la* what daaa that Mwmtr 
la^ torn bad biisma plm. "ti 


aoeotion! Tau da not for one mo¬ 
ment suppose that your intelligence 
to your own. do you? It comes from 
somewhere to b^n with, and you 
express it with results commensurstc 
to your brain power." 

"Am a tcienUst I find it hard to 
acknowledge a fount of all creation, 
Abna." 

“Then taka it from me. as a scien¬ 
tist of considerably higher attainmenta 
than yourself, that there definitely is 
a Central Intelligence at the heart of 
every Universe, ft is. as I see It. pure 
mind-forte. Every living being pos¬ 
sesses the necessary brain structure 
to interpret the vast selection of 
mental gifts being poured out. ever¬ 
lastingly to this force. It Just has to 
be. Vi. Creation itself couldn't exist 
otherwise." 

They were silent for a moment. look¬ 
ing at each ether—and Abna's face 
was still grim. Then, tapping the 
bench for emphasis, he said: 

"If somebody has discovered this 
force aiH is able somehow go interrupt 
Its outpourings, almost anything can 
happen. Yet that, I believe, is what 
has occurred in these three recent 
attacks. Mental gifts are not actually 
gifts; they are certain metaphysical 
radiations. Block any of them and cer¬ 
tain so-called gifts—such as reason, 
memory, and so on—cease to func¬ 
tion." 

The Amazon looked at her detector 
again, then straight at Abna. 

"Abna. tell me something. Have 
you proof that there really Is a Cen¬ 
tral IntdBigvnce?" 

“Yes." he answered qulefly. "Long 
ago. when I was the lord of Jupiter, 

I discovered such a phenomenon. It 
actually recorded itsblf on instruments 
and was entirety a mental product. I 
proved it was situated at the exact 
centre of our Universe and radiates 
its powers outwards—Just as normal 
radio waves radiate from a transmit¬ 
ter. When I dlscm'ered this awe-in¬ 
spiring fact I ceased to investigate, 
destroyed all my notes, and disman¬ 
tled ail equipmenl^onnected witb the 
experiment.” 

"But why?” The Amazon looked 
puzzled. 

"Por one thing Sefner Quorne was 
my adviser at (hat time and I also 
knew him to be ambitious. I didn't 
wish to take any chances of him tap¬ 
ping this metaphysical energy. For my 
own part I felt 1 was probing too 
far in trying to fathom or detect the 
workings of creation's basis. But now 
it would appear that somebody has 
happened on the discovery which I 
made and to making full use of it And 
if n to Quorne . . 

Abna left his sentence unfinished. 

"He isn't making use of it. Abna 
He's blnrkhig it aomehow—or at least 
pari of .its radiations." 

Abna turned away from the detector 
and wandered about the huge labora¬ 
tory for a space, turning tbe problem 
ever in hit mind The Amazon, too. 
became lost in thought. Both of them 
turned as tbe warning light on the 
swftriibuard advised them that some¬ 
body waa comini up the driveway. 
Immediately tbc Amazon switched In 
the intervtolon screen and studied the 
visitor approaching the house. 

"Hie mlnigtor for tbe arts!" she ex¬ 
claimed in aorprtoe. "A moat un- 
ukual caller . . . You'd better see him. 
Alma. Tm not fit to be seen in thcM 
rags, m change while you deal with 
him." 


CHAmi xt 

A BHA nodded and left the labora¬ 
tory. When he and the Ama- 
Bon saw each other again In 
the laboratory an hour bad 

‘IPen?" aim inquired. "What dM 
he wautr* 

"fid came ta tell ua that report s 
hove been reachtug hhn from an over 
the world that rnimlelaBa. aothora, ar- 
ttoia. dialgain. arehHecU. and nearly 
an ether mek and w omau engaged In 
treo tl sf aria, have hml their powur a . 
Otherwise thn am naemal. bnl ttok 
mental gifla Imva been alolan frum 
t h e m a i eo thag toMevt. Wa am 
atoed to try to Haaavir what baa bag- 


waves of the Central Intelligence 
which are responsible for the various 
creative gifts, have been completely 
blocked. Which seems to. suggest it's 
only a question of time before other 
inleUectual attainments are destroyed 
also. Incidentally, what does the de¬ 
tector say?” 

The Amazon turned to ft and re¬ 
leased the button. Then she switched 
it on again. Immediately the needle 
Jumped and finished up in almost iden- 
ticaliy tbe same position as before. 

"There we have it." she said. "That 
same distance of four thousand three 
hundred million miles . . . Abna. if we 
were to start In the Ultra II now. while 
these mysterious forces are in oper¬ 
ation. we’d be guided straight to the 
source of them as though we had a 
compass. Save a lot of calculation. 
This detector will lead the way." 

“We'U go immediately." Abna de¬ 
cided. « 

And within 30 mingles they were 
on their way. the huge new Ultra wing¬ 
ing with effortless speed through the 
deeps. Already Earth was far behind 
and the machine wa» following the 
course set for it by the unwavering 
detector. 

"One thing seems obvious." Abna 
remarked, studying tbe Instrument. 
"This thing is not so much pointing 
towa^s a radiation which to being gen¬ 
erated towards Earth, as towards a 
grouping of power at one particular 
place. Naturally. If certain meta¬ 
physical radiations are being blocked, 
the instrument will not record some¬ 
thing being directed at Earth. What 
it is actually doing. I think, is indi¬ 
cating a spot where a counter-radia¬ 
tion is Intersecting one that ought to 
be coming towards us." 

"Involved.” the Amazon commented, 
"but I gather your meaning. Certainly 
we are in the midst of the blackout.' 
whatever it may be. 1 never fell so 
devoid of ideas in all my life." 

"What happens." Abna mused, "if 
Quorne—and I am assuming it is he 
whom we are lodking for—gets wind 
of our approach and turns on. or rather 
blankets, all the vital radiations like 
memory and so forth? We'll not be 
able to stand against anything like 
that. Certainly repeller shields round 
the ship won’t help us because we 
shan't be involved in a radiation but. 
rather, the absence of it." 

The Amazon raised her shoulders 
negatively. "I just can't imagine what 
we do in a case like that. Abna. Since 
we can't think things out clearly, we 
can only hope for tbe best." 

« k « 

At this time Sefner Quorne was 
seated in the control chair of his enor¬ 
mous telescope tn one of the many 
obaervatoriea of the space-island. 
Vlona, Just aroused from a rest period, 
came into the huge room silently. 

"My guess wu right, my dear." 
Quorne said, without raising hto head. 
EvMntly he had caught the girl's 
thoughts. 

"Your gueaa?" she repeated. He 
motioned to the huge instrument and 
vacated the observation chair. 

"See for yourself." 

Vlona settled in tbe chair, and the 
moment fbmsed the eyepieces 

there abpegred In the huge circle of 
Uie mirror the small speck of the 
Ultra II, growing larger even as she 
watched it. 

“Mother and father!" she ejaculated, 
looking up quickly; then Just aa quickly 
she fought down the Joy which surged 
through her mind in case Quorne was 
rendl^ her thoughts. Apparently he 
waa not. There was a faraway look 
tn hto purple eyes. 

"Yet, your mother and father," he 
agreed. “Hiey have at last decided 
to investigate the mystery of the Cur- 
loatty Tours and (be recent happen¬ 
ings on Barth. I've waited a long time 
far thla, Vtoua. and now I ean strike a 
devastattog blow against them." 

VloBa rose from the instrument, her 
mouth taut She was In the difflcutt 
pealtiuD af wtohing ta appear wholly 
with Quurue, yet anxloua to uve her 
parenta friHn him. 

Betwtan Ito two aUtas of mlml. bar 
aaaaaer waa fidgety and lU-ewitrolM. 
After a m a m eat ar two Quorne neticed 
tbe fact aad gave hto Meak anile. 

"Can It to that daagbtarty davoUoa 
to dtotarMiM FvaT" to aafcad toyty. "U 
to I wuaU re min d yua that yoa me 
tto wife Mt Ouorac aad that wo have 
agreed la to riray ar faeapartiatc 
fvurythinc that aiaada la tto way at 
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of emotion as he beheld tbe obvious 
entreaty in her eye*. 

“Sefner, at least don't kill them! 
That I couldn't stand, even though 1 
am loyal to you." 

Quorne laughed shortly. "I have no 
Intention of killing my bitterest 
enemies quickly. I prefer (o make 
them dance to my tune for a time be¬ 
fore doing that . Come 'with me." 
ho broke off curtly ^d pulled open 
the observatory door. 

Viona followed him into the cor¬ 
ridor and then through one of (he 
transparent "spoke" tunnels to the 
"hub" control room. Here Quorne 
went immediately to the switchboard 
of the Dampener and set the controls. 
Viona watched him helplessly, and 
after a while he condescended to ex¬ 
plain. 

"Up to now. Viona. I have damp¬ 
ened (he waves which produce the 
power of creation in the human mind. 
For that reason, aa we know from 
Earth radio reports, the ariists. mu¬ 
sicians. inventors, and so forth arc 
bereft of the power to think ot any¬ 
thing new. Now I shall go one further 
and destroy memory and Klentlfic 
knowledge Earth people win lose 
Iboae attributes as well and. Inevitably, 
civillxation there will start to go down- 
hlU. Your mother and father, being 
in a direct line between tbc Dampener 
and Earth, will be aimllarly attected 
By tbe lime ibejr get here, they will 
have neither memory nur adenttfto 
knowledge." 

"Nor win they be able to get here." 
Vtoua pointed out. "Rememtor what 
toppeMd to the space ship crews; 
ttoy had no >dto tow ta caotrol tbetr 
machlae." 

T atoU not da anytAtag uutol your 
pareato’ macMae to aem aaougti to 
toto witUa raage af aur awiaria to to 
totoii meaaa I wUl toM ttalr saMel 
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ntiog tt He 9 oke but li ttl e e n d 
then it was usuailjr to eonplatn. When 
be hod finished he left the roen end 
returned to tbe telesc^ic. His eyes 
brightened as he beheld how miich 
larger the onrusbing Ultra. U had 
become. Quickly he returned to tbe 
control room, to find Viona. 

‘*We‘re ready.” he said brie|ly, and 
snapped tbe switches on tbe Dam¬ 
pener. Immediately there wm an in¬ 
crease in tbe humming note tbe equip¬ 
ment operated. 

Moving to tbe main switchboard 
Quome pulied over a lever, studied 
tbe metm. and then nndded to bim- 

- - <k.. 


vions she had no remembrance of 
him. Nor. apparently, of Viona. 

Quome did not .answer tor a mo¬ 
ment. From bis fised stare tt was 
obvious to Viona that he was thMght- 
rebding. Finally he seemed satidHed 
for be relaxed somewhat. 

‘'You are aboard a space-irtand. my 
friends, maintained for my own scien¬ 
tific nses. I take It you have no idea 
how you got here?” 

"None,” said Abna. his handsomo 
face vaguely bewilder^. 

Viona looked quickly about her. 
Her main desire for the moment was 
to find some heavy object and smash 
tt down on Queme's head whilst be 
was thus preoccupied. Then the mood 
pamed. To do that would certainly 
incapacitate him and give her parents 
the upper hand again—tat the effect 
would not ta complete. Quome could 
not be wipAi out by ordinary gsethoda; 
that had bee# proven. That demand¬ 
ed a master plan—and part of H was 
in Vtons’s pocket, net folly worited 
out as ysH. So mighty though tbe 
effMl was, she waited to see what 
happened next. 

"My name is Sefner Quome,” 
Qumme said calmly. "Might 1 have 
the pleasure of knowing yours?" 

The Aroaion ftwwned and shota her 
bead. “I cannot recollect my name, 
nor can my cempanhm. We are sof- 
iering from amnesia and have been 
drifthig in space.” 

"Amnesia in space ia .not uncom¬ 
mon,” Quome observed dryly. "Ob— 
forgive me. This is Viona. my wift.” 

The Amaxen and Abna inclined 
their heads in acknowledgement. 

' I must ask yau to forgive the gap 
between us." Quome continued, stlU 
standing well behind the Dampener. 
"There are certain electrical radlatJdns 
here which I require for our suate^ 
ance. Setentific, you understand?” 

The Amaxon and Abna shook tbetr 
heads and Viona inwardly aeethed. 
To her it was suMime tortore to' wlt- 
noas her parents, the grestest scien¬ 
tists bi the System, so utterly shorn 
of their power. 

"I sap you approaching." Quome 
continued, "and so I made previsioa 
for you.” 

“Mott kind of you.” Abna com¬ 
mented. ^ 

"Not at all—purely the hospitality of 
a maceman. U you will go down the 
corridor on your right there, to the 
extreme end, you sdll find a door. It 
opesa on to ytar suite. Ym will 
find a ssrttchponel there alsa Preo- 
ture on tbe appropriate buttons alt 
of them are labelled—will brl^ you 
food or whatevm you desire ... 1 
ronld ask." Quome c entinned, "that 
you remain in your sutto until your 
recovery from amnesia, t am enipiged 
In deep expertaenta and do not wish 
to be d istu r b ed. You undorstmid?” 

"Perfectly.” tbe Amaion reiponilod. 
"And it is gracious of you to extend 
such hespHality—” 

"Mother!” Vioos burst out, unablo 
to contoln her emotions any loagor. 
"Don’t mn and father raeofoiae me?” 


to tba swit^board and cloimd a can* 
tact Acroas the eentro af tiw co rt l dar 
a transpurant shield drappad ri0dl> 
Into paettion. 

"That alae prevents yo«r puronAa 
■scta lng from Uieir q na rt Ws .” ha .nn- 
plalnad. "I know ynn. «1|^ liyital, 
ramronaicatc with thorn, henee no^ pro- 
caution. .|a their pre sa n t stata tlwy 
eannec raad yonr mind, and yon eer^ 
tsdnly cannot raad theirs. TWy taiO 
stay there unUl I aec fit to relaaaa 
thea>—oar win th^ be uneonaisetable. 
Sverything na odf i m M in their anile, 
and srith their menUUtIcs M 

they are. they will never suspect that 
they are captivet.” . 

"I asanme." Viona aa'ld, sritb an af- 
fort, ‘ihat everyUring la tbe area af 
their suite is nnder the inflneoea af 
that subaidlary Dampener?” 

"It la. and it ia weU cnacaaled In 
ease you eoscelve the Maa af tamper^ 
ing with it" Qnonc reflaeiad and 
thea added, "1 would wMbent healta 
Use bereft you alaa of yuor facuMea. 
Vlmia, if I had the time to build tta 
nccesa a r y instrument and tbe tneflib- 
tioo to keep ft cenataaUy trained on 
you. Aa It happens I have dtbor thlnfa 
t# d»—but I aball kaefi an aya on all 
yonr aetiens and one urrnag mevu win 


self. He ttnmta to look's! the ex- 
pressionlew girl. 

"They are about two million mllea 
distant” he announced, "and the 
attractors are now drawing them here. 
In about two hours they will have 
arrived. Their lAagnetlm will defi¬ 
nitely slow dosm their speed. I have 
^ blocked tbe radiations of science and 
memory, which*effect will also be 
present on Earth. Later we srlU leam 
from radio reports what reaction there 
has bee n ' g ranting anybody ia able 
to talk cobercDtly. Two hours gives 
me Just time to build the subsidlMT 
Dampener.” 

"Do you with me to help?” Viona 
inquired. 

"1 think not. Feeling aa you do 
toward yonr parents you might make 
a deliberate mistake In the wiring ao 
that they could recover their normal 
faculties. I am ever wary of you. 
^my dear, because I still do not com¬ 
pletely trust you . . . No, your task 
will be to watch their approach. Take 
over tbe telescope and report to me 
when they are close enough to be 
guided in.” 

Viona obeyed. leaving the room 
and heading for tbe observatory. 
Quome gave a giim look after her 
and then went to work on his suIk 
stdiary Dampener. In an hour and n 
half he had completed his *a*a and 
then want on a tour of tbe space- 
island to decide upon the bes* qumlert 
for his captives. Eventually be aeleet- 
ed the remotest suite of rooma, all of 
them with walls transparent to the 
void, and be so arrant the imaD 
Dampener and llnke# it up that the 
entire area came within Ita Influence. 
The rest would merely be a matter 
of using the big machine whilst the 
Amaxon and Abna were brought 
aboard. 

And that time was near. Quome 
found Vtoua looking for hini when be 
returned to tbe laboratcey. 

‘The Ultra's nevly here." she asKI 
qulc^. "Anotbc|^ thousand mllea 
and h will crash info us.” 


When IM happena I shall aaD «A yuu 
for n ns wc r a i ln amiatance.** 

Vlooa gave bin a Mttar laeh. 
lonper euncemod wRh bvrpliig up the 
pretenee d! allcglMiee. and left the 
control roeui. 


NEXT WEEK 


Q UORNE nodded and turned to 
tbe swit chb o ar d. A nuaD view¬ 
ing screen came to life wMHi 
gave him a perfect ptetura of 
tbe approaching apaceahip. SmUing 
to himaelf he operated the cuolMs 
of the magnetic attractor, thereby 
uahrring the va a aa l in gently uatlt at 
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htrmH ia the anbctelr aifatai. Wkat 
•mA wnM tl A* !• r wta w her 
wmamtaT If* mm faaA tbm M the 
feMMl OMnw anmr Um iMad, m ita* 
km ilmwl A«m Mllcr. AseenAaaey 
mer btai wo«M mIt bring a rriuni 
of tb# nU bntdM. anA probably M* 
UtjuaaiJ' a a c ap a and later reappear* 
aaea. lAb the laarier^jan vu the 
Ibteg. There. «tfaly. be erontd be 
otteriy AaetraycA farerer. 

TIoaa dragpad ber t»otea out of her 
pocket and studied them, then for a 
long time she went to work with 
fortbrr eale^laoa. It was eb r liw 
frnbi her esprearian that they did not 
aatl af y her tor finally she pMlM then 
krtlably in her shirt pocket. 

’'What’s the mmV she sighed *T1I 
nerer work H ent wfthoot calcuiators 
and speciallaed knowiedge. And la 
the me a ntime. Sefner does as be likes. 
Maybe more Imme d iate measures 
seoM be best sftw all.** 


CHArm xHi 

T o Vhma the fine of least resist* 
on ce now s eemed the most at* 
tr a et i se, Release ber psrents* 
*11101 was the best coarse, per- 
bopo. and let her grandiose sehmne. 
on wMch she had lalmred so froft- 
leaaly at Internals. ^ overboard for 
the time beiiM- 

Her firfnd made op. Viona left her 
room and ret u rned to the control 
’’hiAf” where, entering silently, she 
he he l d Q n oms aeoted listening to the 
radio. Announcements were coming In 
dearly bi the voice of an obrioosly 
horramed Earth annooneer. 

**. . . that the decline of husnan in* 
te ll aet s ee ms to have aet in. Experta 
are net yat sore af the canae w the 
alariam. and in deed they themaetvea 
are beeonAmf inua l ved in RT The situ* 
atlan Is haeomfaM mtv chaotic with 
osnrp honr. nor Is It knosm where 
Man Brasrt md Atm, dm heads ot tha 
fioeerinnefit. have gone to. Ibey prom- 
liod to aid tho artists and other ere* 
adoe p e ap li when they were stricken 
dawn, hot Instead of do te g ao. they 
vanlahed from aur midst, lliere Is a 
feeitttg among the people, stripped as 
they are of M the veneer of eo lto r e . 
timl ttim •rant si^ AIm hM thene- 
aefeao cmmaA iMa trooMe. Ibat they 
hosepliiminthepmttobrtiM Borih 
la sOMriioo la stIB reaMoAhered. . . . 


Qnorfe ■wRsbsd off and ta rn e d to 
laofe at olana as Ae e arns toward hhn. 

*t fbanght," ho sold. ‘llMt f taU 
yOh t wonid Mann yaa whan t w aa tod 


*Taa AH. iat t am tm ahls la rast 
traaJd Mm***HjM^** to ha 

Qaavna mM tiilnly. Tbr som 
things I ma glad yaa cmne when yaa 
AM, ya w. Tan heard the radla 

■land wbal yaa iM%altlng far. With 
Barth eMMntlon iMaHttagraHag. why 
da yan haMlala aver taking controir 
‘'■acaaae tha dmeani hrta amrlnn 
la not yet iimplili. Ia another U 
honra the dampaolng progeas wQl hava 
hnad Barth paaple lata mile better 


pacanlly thaa^itftil. Bloea her hadi 
oma la Qnatns. she was able to 
atniy at letaare tbe twilehbaard. ana 
of nMcb lahriti apsritrd tha trana- 

■rai MfWE 9Mit COTTiW WtWTW 

lay ber perra tf enile. Ih a lew am- 
manta she aa U ead iL, tknmt firmly 
lata plaea. hni dm took gm4 ears not 

A.- - 

■VnUF WEr QmPWWWfy dUHr. 

*Taa are ramarkehly rodlem.* 


Mb my pm 
andbath 


"Stop making a fool of youraelf!” 
Quoriie panted, ftrugtfing savagely. 
’’Tliie aeri of thing Isn't gotag to do 
you any gaod. Viana!” 

She snapped: “rm going to give 
a taste of your own medicine and give 
ray parents a chance to recover and 
deal with you.** 

With that sHe leaped op mddenly 
and swung QuorAe on to his feet. She 
forced him by sheer strength toward 
Um giant Dampener which «as exer¬ 
cising its influence upon Earth. As 
be saw what was intended—that he 
should be thrown into the radius hf 
the nuxhine ~ Queme renewed his 
frsntic efforts to break but in 

Viona he was dealing with somebody 
as strong as tbe Aroaion herself and 
his efforts were unavailing 

Only when she came near the' 
switchboard did Viona releose ber 
hold on his arm for o moment so 
that aim could snap open th# switrii 
oper a ting tbe shield over the corri* 
dor. She saw the shield slide up out 
of position and at the same time she 
^.outed with all her strength. 

“You two in the suite there’ Come 
out here' Quickly!’’ 

Quomc twisted. Uking every ad* 
vantage of the brief seconds in which 
be was held less securely. He twirled 
so far around that VIona's hold on his 
eoltar was wrenched free. Immedi* 
ateiy she hurled herself at him again, 
but he adroitly twisted and shoved 
with both his hands a.s Viona stumbled 
past him. The result, as he had hoped, 
nasgi^hat she lost her balance and 
went stumbling backwards into the 
area of the Dampener. 

Daxed. she hit the floor with her 
knees and looked about her. Quome 
was standing with his ray gun ready, 
hto eyes giHtertng. But Viona had 
not the slightest idea who he was. 
bow she had arrived In her present 
p^tkm. or ev^ her own identity. 

*That*a tbe last time you’ll try any* 
thing like that?” he warned her. and 
reaching to the switchboard, be flung 
tbe tbleld twitch baric into place Just 
as the Amazon and Abna. who bad 
heard VIona’s voice, came to investi¬ 
gate. The ahieid stopped them, and 
since they were still wHhin the ares 
of the subsidiary Dampener, they made 
no effort to eiEplore further but sim¬ 
ply returned to their suite, talking to 

oimme glaneed toward them as they 
turned away, theii back to Viona as 
sbe struggled to her feet. She rubbed 
her foMhead daaedly. trying to force 
remembrance back Into ber mind. 

Queme metloDed his gun aod at that 
rim come totw a rd e nd eut of the 
range of the Dompeiwr. Then rim 
rvo Ha cd Um po ai t i on In full. But now 
It was tna Me to do anything about 
It wRb the ray gun turned on ber. 

**Ceme wMb me?” Qnorwe aoM. 

▼Mm borilated. her ffsta clenched. 
She was an the very verge of rlric* 
Mg ber tremsRdpni otr e ng tb agatamt 
Quome'B gun. then prudence staynd 
bar. She went abend of Queme dewn 
tbe transporsat pnaaages until he 
dkueted ber Intn a tmall mom 
porriicd nut on tbe end of one of the 
’’Mube” tMBDria, Ita waHa. flonr and 
'ceiling of glM lie slblniiiied tbe 
door, pnobbig over tbe beevy cMapa. 
VMu loBbed about her, md every* 
where there were riMb uurbaaA 
under her toot, to cither ride, in Sunt 
and behtad. 

Querns ratumed to tM bub c ou tr o l 
room and than pullcd^t tba aMald 
smilch. ne ssnmg around tte Mg 
Dnmpswrr ** that Its lafluenee would 
radiate over aD putaria in front of him. 
Tbm be snap pod m o radM speaker 
conneri o d wM Um Ammon and Abua’s 
suite. 

’’My frisuds. would you be good 
mongb to cuum to Um cuntrol-room?” 

he eskod. 

After a brief Interval the Amoaon 
and Abna a pps a r ed . and aa they were 
hrii tunatanm' M Um rabge of the 
D nm p c n e r—wbl ib look over the Influ* 
rime u'bnri Um eubeldtery one left eft 

they bid on return of tbeir nonnni 
focuHteo. 

A few tori oway ftuna Quenm. riaud 
Mg briil n g the bw tm u w nt. they pauaad. 


M auddndr tM tome "Hove you any kaosstodga eC 

t urn batter «t bar pMnei Baribr' 

arwnrd* fteftme "Itone.” dm Aumnau repllad. 


mic en pe rtmen to whi ch rolght blew ua 
all Up at ady taan m n t** 

"We could not wlab tod anything 
better.*"^ Abna aaM. “On Earth maybe 
we eon find experta who can explain, 
or even cure, our atrange meatri 
trouble.” 

“Very well then. There ia nothing 
to atop you leaving Immediately. 
Pleaae tor^ve me for not eemMg from 
behind this marine, but, ai I told yon. 
there are ceftaln electrical radlatloitt 
which I must absorb In order to stay 
alive. I will open the alrlacks for 
you. my friends.” 

Quome operated the necessary 
switches and then ineUned his head 
gravely aa the Amazon and Abna look 
their departure. Oxieme watched their 
p rogrem intently, presently sWitcMog 
on intervlslen screen s so that be sraa 
never for a mommt out of touch. Only 
by this means eoou Jm keep tbe Dantp- 
ener’s radiations constantly affectlM 
them. 

So presently they entered tbe Ultra 
II and the loefct cloaed automatleallT 
behind them. Quome turned to tbe 
force-beam apparatus, by vrhieh means 
he would be aMe to guide the huge 
space flyer all tbe way ba^ to Earth. 
He spent a few moments determining 
the malhematles involved and then 
switched on the power. Immediately 
Ultra II began to move. 

Viona wttnesaed the machine's de¬ 
parture with a heavy heart. Whither 
it was bound abe had not the leost 
idea, but with Its disappearance went 
her last hope of being aMe to obtain 
her parents’ aid in hm* predicament. 

Which automatically brought ber 
mind back to ber master plan. She 
still had her notes with her in her 
pocket—unknown to Quome—and also 
a pencil. So at the final disappear¬ 
ance of the Ultra 11 she sat on the 
transparent floor with the vrid yawn¬ 
ing below her and studied ber figures 
by the weak liriit of the far distant 
Sun. And gradually aomething oc¬ 
curred to her. At this partientar priut 
of the space-island rim was able to see 
e ver y point of infinity and study it at 
her leisure: something sbe had not 
been able—or elae h^ not had the 
opportunity—to do before. And be¬ 
cause of it certain celestial mecbanles 
she had orerloaked begao to b ecome 
apparent. 

Loat In thought, she gazed on the 
inscrutable face of infinity, entirely 
unaware that tbe computations and 
equationa wfikb f orm e d gradually in 
ber mind were directly preaented by 
the Central IntelUgcoee Itaelf. 

« « u 

For the Amason and Abna tbe Jour¬ 
ney to Earth was Just a J o u rney and 
nothing iiiMV. QtMwnc guided tbe ma¬ 
chine unerringly, as be had promlaed 
he would, with tha ana definite pur¬ 
pose of returning his bft te reri enemies 
to a world populated now by atorlaed 
human beings, oantlnuauriy bareft af 
the pow ers ef meaaery. reaaaa and 
g e ne r a l enneepUnn. 

On Barth the eCfects nf tbe blocked 
radiattons were varied. Here and 
then the neutrallntian waa not en¬ 
tirety c om p l ete, and In theee eases 
m e m ory did remain, but aH the riher^ 
attributes wMch go to make up a law- 
abMtog. sanriy balswced human betag 
were abaent. 

la La n dau to p articu la r a tow Mn 
and women flilad IMa capacity ef tond- 
ership. an individual bp Um name af 
natcher fteae baM« at tba bead of 
things. He fried bis utarnri to brtag 
tbe tomarsllmd peop l e to tbeir eencee 
—witbeut euccM. elnce tbe baric cause 
of normalcy wm e nt irety einpped. 

Tb Udt dMeitmui etnte ef aftalrB tbe 
Ameaeu and Abna wen retnmed. 
Umir space machine btMg set dawn 
genUy at tbe tormeily buw Lenieu 
sp aceport, limn Qneen g n tt h dr en hie 
gufdlM cantPBl and tbe Anmen and 
Abna Mcnvered bow to apan Um air* 
loek and than a tonpa d istriii into Ma 
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comfortable time as far as these folks 
are concerned.” 

“The AmazoQ and Abna!’’ somebody 
shouted amidsf the mob, evidently one 
whose m emory was not entirety gcM - 
“They have bad the nerve to come 
back alter all they’ve done to us— 
after all^hey promised! 'They'ue come 
back to gloat over tbetr handlwu cE?** 

Thg Amazon and Abna. both awnrP 
that the rayguns In their belts were 
intended for some protective purpose 
or other, pulled them into thefr blinds 
■zmI levelled them, which had Ihe 
effect of slowing down the ru sh « the 
mM. PiBzled. the Amazon surteyed 
vto dletlve fa<^. 

**Who are you? ” she asked. . . 

“Who are we? she says!" soedebody 
yelled. "We re the people ^ypu’ve 
driven into madness and death.” 


CHAPTER Xl^ 


T he mob swept forward tn such 
overwhelming numbers that the 
Amazon and Abna found Ihem- 
aalves swamped before they 
could even fire their weapons. Aided 
Iv their stupendoiis strength, they 
gave a very good account of them* 
selves hetore they finally went under. 
Then the mob fell away from them, 
and they staggered to tbeir feet cut 
and bruised, to find about half a 
dozen armed men and women sur¬ 
rounding them. There was about them 
a more sane air than was apparent 
anywhere amongst the rioters. 

“You are under arrest,” one of the 
men said, and it was noticeable that 
he was wearing a queerly designed 
badge. “My name is Fletcher Rom 
and. in the present extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstances. 1 am self - appaintod 
dictator.” 

"Thank you, at laast for saving us 
from lyuehing.” Aboa said. 

’‘Lynching is against the taw. Mt 
tbe people have a caie against you 
and. therefore, you will both be tried 
in a people’s court.” 

*T?ase against us?” the Amasou ce- 
pe ato d in wonder. “Why? WbaJ.have 
we done? As far as we arc awaaai we 
have never set foot on this planri 

a- - w- •• 

Mion. 

”The bluff Is not very coavtneiag. 
Amazon!” Ross snapped. 

"Amazon?” The Amazon looked 
more bewildered than ever. "You 
mean that Is my name?” 

"Perhaps you prefer Violet Ray 
Brant?” Ross a^ed. "Come with us." 

They were taken to a large atomicar 
and whirled through a city which had 
rhangril but little—save fur the ob¬ 
vious signs ri senseless vandalism here 
and there—but aa far as people were 
u ao c emed. their slinking movetnenU 
and blank faces were evidence enough 
af tbe horror vrhieh had stricken them. 

Had tbe Amazon and Abna been at 
all In pease salon of their natural smses, 
the Amazon and Abna would have 
rccogniaed the huge edifice at which 
the atomicar finally drew up. It was_ 
the ^lef g ov ef um ent edifice where the W 
Amaaa had her own suite of riflces. 
at the very summit of the 1,000-foot 
building. Since, however, nothing reg¬ 
istered with them, they submitted pas- 
i^ty to being led into one of the 
anto-rOOM. Here they were told to 
ait down and were riven food and 
drink, and medical attention far tbeir 
injuries. 

Fletcher Rosa remained in the room, 
bot he had dbmissed his Immediate 
compmtiODS. He* ires a very tall man. 
stoop sh ouldered, with a hatehri-faee 
which bespoke a fair percentage ef tn- 
teUigonce asd good humor nnder nor¬ 
mal eaodiUena. 

Whan tbe medical men had departed, 
he came forward. 

”1 have been atudytag you both.” be 
■Mi. ”aud I thiak you roally nwao'tt 
when you say you have im raeoDccUou 
af anything.” 

TMtalaly we mean H." Afaua re- 
tartod. 

”Oo you thiak It would help revivo 
y^ aMoaories. Ros. asked. "U I cx- 
piaMed who you are and what Iba 
UMl i hriirr e you have doucr 
*lto barm to frring,- tM Ammau 


■MMMM. better kaawa ■■ tbe Oaldvu 

gu^of Solar Syatem. Tbls mua 
j* Alma af Jupiter, your buaboud. 
■mibmfou you rule the Uariftm of 
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at* Piute. Until rcomUjr Uw pioglt 
m-ered you both for oD jrM bare doM 
lor them--tbeB oonethliic west wroog. 
Pint creative pvwer waa lest and fm 
promised to pvt tbliigs right Tm de¬ 
parted into space, both of jaa, and 
whilst you were away memory and 
reason slipped from human belaci hi 
•evenly per cent, ef canea. I and a 
few otbem managed te retain m ore «r 
less normal reasmlng . . . Tbe people 
believe that wtth your laper a cientiflc 
powers you deliberately eauaed tte 
4tate of affairs, mainly becanae' there 
'.vas once a time when yes tried te atrt^ 
doe this world by «hecr force. iSat la 
tbe situation.'* 

"Which doesn't ring answering 
chord anywhere," tbe Amaaon sighed, 
aTMl Abna also shook his bead. 

"I am prepared to believe that," 
Rom said. “I am even ^epared to 
believe that something — some aUm 
power perhaps—is at work in outer 
.spaM causing all this trouMe, and that 
yau have fallen under its influence ae 
has everybody else . . Tbe pe^de 
rightly demand that you stand trial 
for what they think is your villainous 
handiwork and, in the absence of proof 
that you are net responsible, there eas 
only be one verdict." 

'Then let them have their trial," 
'he Amazon said quietly. "There Is 
nothing we can do about it." 

Ross pushed a button on the wall. 
In response ht« Immediate followers 
'Soie In. 

"Advise the people that a trial wlU 
be held.*' he said eurtly. "And sec to 
it that every protection is given te 
theoe two prisoners. I shall fill the 
capoetty of judge. Have (he court* 
'■oom prepar^.” 


but ihe smiled to herself as she rseW 
iaed fliit sbe eaplslned berseV 
away by tbe most fantastic aonsenss 
sbe bed ever eeucelTed. Partkalarly 
aodeelens Iwd been her dedaratiea 
that the stars themselves Ml isle « 
certain pattern. Tet In no other way 
ceuU ahe satitf/ Qoome'a cwlerity. 
and most certainly it woukl never de 
to state that her Inspiration bad coom 
directly ffem tbe^Central IntelUnanee 
itself. Once be became aware of that 
Qoume mould probably bicsins awo* 
pklous. 


thooe ricetchos and mathematics. 
Viena." 

"Tve a bo w u you bow you can have 
It. Construct s msddne to follow the 
course shown In my master sketch 
tlwre and then you wfll have your 
proef. A space iharhlne like tbe 
patcbed*ttp Ultra sbouM do, but it wfll 
i-equlre certain alterations in power 
distribution, because tbe source of tbe 
Centra] Intelllgenee Is so far away we 
shall need to travel far in excess of 
light Ibr very long peripds." 

Quome pulled the notes toward him. 
Vtom made tM effort to stop him. Sbe 
went on with her meal a^ watched 
him tr^ntly at the same time. 

"I have tried on several occasions to 
locate tbe posltloa of the Central Intel* 
ligeoee," Quome said presently, with* 
<4i looking op. “How is it that you 
have succeeded where 1 could not?” 

"Perhaps I spent more time on ft. 
perhaps I bare greater powera of bs- 
spiration." Ttana gave a mysterious 
smile. ‘‘Who knows? Reme m ber that 
f have unusual parents, Sefner. and 
from them have inherited many gifts 
of scientific dtrlnattoiL At first I 
calculated in tbe erdlnary fashion af 
cosmic matbematles and made little 
progress. Then when I was shut in 
that Httle tra ns p a re n t room with Infin¬ 
ity all aroozid me tbe whole pattern 
dn: 4 >|^ into {dace." 

“It did?" Quome studied her again, 
f Miderlng. and with her bands she 
made an all-embracing movement. 

"The stars give tbe answer. Sefner, 
if you have tbe sctentiflc insight te 
Interpret them. They fall Into an exact 
mathematical pattern and they all 
polnf to one central poslUon. I became 
conadeus of that when I had infinity 
all around me. The stars wer e ae 
longer just consteUattons and familiar 
grottpii^ but co sm ic pdnters. each 
one matbematleaUy indicating tbe way 
te tbe basie power, whldi. in the begin* 


T he radio, coming te life again, 
dlsturi)«l tbe ef tbe cod- 
trd roonw 

‘Stand Vy for firat report ou 
ihe trial ef the People versus the 
Gdden Amasos) and Aboa ef Jupiter. 


to prove that they have not brought 
about the sudden atavism upon Kartb 
they have becs) sentenced te dosth." 

Viona got te ber feet, her faen 
bonified. Quome grinned eomple- 
cently and watted for a farther an¬ 
nouncement. In a moment or two it 
came. 

‘The People are against seientifle 
means of. terminating tbe existenee ef 
the Amazon and Abna. riilefly beceuae 
their minds are no longer aMe to grasp 
mch methods. They have insisted eu 
a way they can underslauJ iwlmlllvu, 
but certain. ITterefore. tbe Odden 
Amazon and Absia wlU be burned at 
(he stake in London’s Central Square 
•hree days from today. That is aiL" 

Quome switched off and found 
Vi(wa looking at him fixedly. 

"Burned at the stakcl" sbe repeated 
in borror. "No! No! tliey cs^ do 
It!" 

'"nie)' will," Quome told bar. "And 
nothing you can do will altar U, VIoihl 
1 only \risb t were present to u ttnsss 
It.” 

Viona looked about ber d ea p erate ly. 
All kinds of ideas raced threugb bar 
mind, frmn flinging hersalf on Qoema 
and chdting tbe life out of him. to 
weiring tbe Dampener, near at hand, 
and switching off its devastating in- 
nocDcc. All of which notiena Q u sraa 
read and pulled his ray-gun from tta 
holster. 

‘1 warned yeu once, Viona." be 
•aid, "and I'm doing It again. Teu 
and I work alone, and you can fargst 
>our parents. Three di^" be m nsed. 

In IS boors I can conver t tbe Ultra 


On the rim of the Solar Systmi 
Viona was lost in thought, but as little 
gleams ef inspiration came to ber she 
made notes qit^kly and then sat silent 
again on the transpermt floor, musing 
over things which were extramondane 
. . Her speculations w ere Anally in¬ 
terrupted by the sound ef tbe doer 
belts being thrust hack, and Sefner 
Quome camr in. 

He a ppe a red vaguely s u rpr is ed at 
beholding tbe girl squatting on tbe 
floor, a stack ik notes held in one 
hand. 

"So you decided to occupy tbe time?" 
he asked briefly. "Very sensible at 
yaa. my dear. I decided to relent and 
release yeu—chiefly because I feel 
lonely myself. There la do reason why 
from hem on yeu should net behave 
rourself with tout parents out of tbe 
wayT* 

Tlasia hardly s eemed to hear htm. 
Sbe was looking at tbe notes in ber 
hand. Quome stro^ over to bar. 

"What is that you hare been doing? 
Otve those notes to raef" 

"Certainly not?" Viona looked at 
hhn flcrcety. "Attempt to take them 
from me and I’ll kill your* 

"Oh. very well. I shan't attempt to 
Ttpset your chlMlrt pastime." 

"Thm's nothing childish about this! 
It's a formula, or a map if you prefer, 
for tbe greatest jaum^ that any sefen- 
^kt could ever hope te maka." 
Qoome's puri:^ eyes na r rowed 
i^hat ere you talking about, gtri?" 
"m explain—If t ran have a mcaV" 
Tes. allow you te ndw. *11181 Is 
>^hy I came to release you." 

Stttl wtth her notes In her hand, and 
the ss?ne curious look of afaatractioe 
la ber eyes. Viona followed Quomo 


cor Joaney to the Central iDtenigeiiea 
and back. In that time tbe remalniac 
two days would probably peas by. Timm 
U so ralatfva. Once your paruds are 
rtnafly out of the way I esw take eaw- 
troL" 

Ifloaa dM not say anything. Iba 
I ay*gun was s pewertW deterrent, tad 
•be alee knew in ber ba«l that only 
Quome vialtlag the Central Inteltt- 
genee could peoribly-brlni bla aelMmaa 
and Ida life to an end. Which made 
It impmulivc to make tbe madlfleatlOM 
to tbe Ultra as qulddy as paaalble 

"m help in whsftever way I can," 
•be offered, and Quome pot Us gun 
iway. 

"Very weU. We'U essaalne the 
Ultra tamediatoly and sea what baa 
te be done. Come wtth ma.** 

l^ana rase to ber feet, allowtag 
Quane to ga ahead of her to the door, 
ka sht left the raom fas Qnome's wafea 
•he allowed ber afaoulte to bumn' 
igalnat tbe huge Dampener. Immodi 
stely H swung slightly leftw a rd an Hs 
univarsal laaMilwd. Unlaaa mandMi 
claMly tba sUfi wauM probably net bo 
nsUesd but aot In 9 aea at the and 
of the radiation beans the aggragUa 


ery waa net aa much the work of 
matbematles as sheer m et a phy s ical in- 
•plratlea convertod Into a formula or 

a 

Viona naddod slew ty . "Too might 
can H ttut Mg mother and father 
both have that gift, but t don’t think 
van have." 

"rm pofeetly sort I haven’t,** 
Quome eonfaoaed ffankly, "and I Aall 
moot certainly need very eonvineing 
proof before I will admit that you have 
K. either. Thaae computattoos teem 
logleal enough, and to daea this plati. 
which gnUas na straigbt from here 
into the praclae ca u tre of tho Unlverae. 
located now tba baae af the MUky 
Way." 

"Aftor which we keep an travelUng.’ 
Viona aoM. "The centre af the Uni* 
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•I tlM arm 

iMriw« It cw and 
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"Aar anrar tlw An 
adiAvAii Ml A«r awa. *-|f ra« rtapie 
VOTT Mrs flVM* kv tka-argj—ry mr 
rav'tt harp lb.harp if ananbad M* 
iwf Afl al tbe thtagb IImI haw haik 
Mad ta jm haw haan eaaaad W 
MMT Qaaraa. aad ihaaa af raa nitoa.* 
MaaarThaa a a t a r aad raaaal Call ta 
^aanaiahar liha^ 

"Qaatm?' faraatad a wowaa ia the 
frmn. 'To*i mean ba'aaaaaaad attr 
laaiaa a drip on iHInda?” 

"tU had' Aad ha <Ud hb hast to 
aiAiact Aba« and ow m balL Far 
aoaa raaaaa bis lofhianca awr aa hat 
ataapad for « w b B a a ad that la wlir 
II ii ea ae n itat that Abaa aad I mow 
qvfeklr- T/a fcaow when* Qaarae la— 
ool bww»d Fhfto wlww ba hat HriH a 
Wora Mand. from wfikfi ha fa eper- 
atlof tha a pp a r afi oirtali haa hold all 
aC w In thrall op to mv.** 

' "Far row oom nkaa yoo haw tot 
to lot na Unooflir’ Aboa InaMad. 

fit laabid owr timn a oU tlr and 
than throw hb Iramandoua mind-farca. 
Daalind wftb ao maor hi dl ridoal wilb 
at aoee wsa a major task, hot at taat 
ha aNalned a raaaH aa 


*!«*. them Ibroofh' Thor most ha 
apaihind tha troth bacaaae they 
co«ldn*t do anythtac to jafl. If 
lt*a Qoora t bacli of thb. ahythtofs 
battar than harfnc to f^t Mm!*’ 
tliat waa m a u ^. Tha peopla' ha- 
•aa to fall away aad (Iw ftoa paaaaga. 
Tha Amaron ra ha l at a ra d her ma and 
leofcad about bar. 

"Too woR’l rai^at thla.*’ aha prona- 
M. "ft’a a arlia dieldaa. aad tha 
ooa yoo ahoold how mode at flnl.*' 
Wltb that the fotlomifK Atom*# tom- 
rytad ftfora doom the ofMe atrcfC. and 
tlm men aod wopao foB awed oo their 
ho^ app ai Wi lly, lotaot noor m l eehi t 
that aai h ady alaa triad to te terfeto. 
Her 0i ttoqr. Th er e wore fow p e opl e 
al tha ipaeepar t . aad thay had aa 
chaaae ta da awjlhiad. At loet the 
enlarad^ VHra 
or. He t 
a of iwHef. 


CHAfm XVI 



D^Moaw. IMI 
Mbar. fharo to aaBUim la 
Ho eaa laow Hm lapantof 
iMBd tha latoad whfie wo 


ho eimlad la dmefc e eaty thl at 
Ma tapFWmdr W dp- 

^ asr.,.-^ “* 


‘Vou contend.” Quoma asbad.' aa ha 
haaon lo build up spaed stoadlty* “that 
the Ceot.'ol toteUigaaca la aitoatod 
tber'-’f" 

Toward tho boat of tha Gatosy." 
rorroetod Vtrwa '*Ia the raglaa af 
fkctttartps:'' 

Qonnw nodded. 

And wMIe tfit* amaring four ney was 
bring porsaad other avenls to wme* 
vmra alao tofog aftactad to the retden 
of Man. For. wtthliKhe Ultra It. tha 
AAmaon r.nd Atom had Just be c ome 
aware of tha slow araporatlon of their 
knowled#'- of fdenea and powers of 
mamorj’. 

“Put in the sutomatic control!” Abns 
cried O' tha AiBaaao gpw him an 
rnsioua look. "Maybe it wlii saw us. 
Quor.ia has Mocked tha radiatiom 
•Oatn.” 

The Amaaon rao ched to the appro* 
priata lever and pulled H down, whtoh 
meant that Ultra fl was In tha grip of 
automatic eontiipli wfHeh no radiation 
blockage aotild affect, And ewo as 
4m wlanad again tim M look of dumb 
vagoaness came owr the Anmsao's 
face and aha pra s a sd fii^ar and tbomh 
to her ayes. Atom gaw bar a glance, 
hfa own tra mawd o u B nrtnd aundvins 
n hare. Ha tonied to the 
■d saw ahaod af him the 
glMif fflenato. wifh noto to the far 
distance. 

"Wa dare not risk going on.” ha said 
qotcMy. "Jupiter's field Is likely to 
drag 08 dow n Safest coarse Is to tom 
beek." 

Tha Amaaan looked at him vacantly. 
•Ipved halplcariy ta tha contral 
Anmbar. Abna leaped acroag tha 
aontro! room and disangagad the 
switch for remote control, than with 
tha last remnanU of memory be had 
left ha tumod the Ultra II aboot to a 
gigantic circle and act tha courae for 
Eutta. 

In this he made a cardinal bhiader 
tha outcome of hU muddled thinking. 
Earth waa aertoinly straight aboad. 
but there ww a much iKbrc pow er ful 
attnetton which would auka Itaelf fall 
before Earth conld be reached, and 
that was the pull of the sun itaelf 
Vaguely, odth his last vanishing 
throads of memory. Abna compt*?- 
bendeddds mlstoke.*but be could not 
think t*st enough to rectify it 
Tbe Amaaon got atowly to her feet 
and m' ev td to kU sMe as he stood 
gastog through the enarmous observa¬ 
tion window. 

‘'Whp is srrong?” the Amaaan asked 
hiakaDUy. noticing Abna's toot ex- 


"Bvarytblng. 
on. Vi. You « 


We ahoold haw gone 
rc right It seems to 
ms that the son—” He at o p pe di . on* 
able to flgnre oot the pr^ l em miy 
further, and certatoly tbe Amason 
conld not 

So. for a time at toast Ultoa tl fol- 
towod the Earthward c our a e which 
Abna had set tor it but inevltabb' the 
-master field ot the sun begin pres- 
enUy to amkeltneff folt as the ma- 
ehfaw came etoaer to H. Ordtoarlly. 
at thb point tha Ullrt*s SrtR would 
haw bson checked by rwofUng the 
waaet sway from tbe tetrodtog field, 
tot M Ikhigt were, no sueh p c ^Phm 
coaM hrMren. Al last ahe was paint- 
tog straight p toe flamboyant day-atar 
Thk. at toast, pat aa end to tbe 
AHMaan aod Abno'a gmclng. The Wase 
af tbe son was toe intense for them to 
P It sn they turne d away 
' at 
Fartonpilj. Use 



The FlrP Oalsay was groaUy nearef, 
but even yp many UgM<caaturtas hwd 
to be trawned. Qe or n s fp op. too, 
and Ua lint mow wot to Pudy tog. 
wtodaaPen. 

“Se oma iMredibto" ba mittorod. 
”10 fact bad I np adivstoa those 
meters avsetf Ed sw It could oP be 
Beliew U or not Vtona. wo haw 
exceeded ear wfldeP hopes as for aa 
wtocity is coWeroe d . We are morlng 
P juP over 10 times the speed P tight 
—ISggjgOO adtos ewry satandT 

"Prom tbe way toe ston are m o P o g 
I can betlew It” VIona anawerpT 
"TP how ab riu oi ft ia new thP speed 
and distance b rebtlw. We have no 
sensation p movsmeP. It aaoaM as 
though toe Univorae is whliHag |>aP 
and we aw stonPng stUL’* 

‘The lack P—or. rather, absence P 
—ncceleratton is eondodw to Uut 
etfoct.” Qoern t repitod. and went ever 
to in s pert tbe power piep. He fennd 
ewryUiing In 4^ and pp to another 
copper bnr'forwrben it shoOlA he 
needed. Then hr again consulted the 
chart which Vtona had drawn up. 
Checking the egnrse by toPniments. 

"Everything saCtofectory.” be tm- 
nounced. "We are so far away tiwa 
the Earth Syatopi we eonid only find It 
by matbemotics and. P conrae. erery- 
thiag is dark out tbere.” ^ • 

He tamed te leak P the abysmal 
void to rearward whereto no UfJit- 
wava could catch up with Uie iMwUing 
space41yer. BPere the vague terror 
P the view could ewnriwim him 
Qoame Wroed back to Vtooa. 

•'Prepare a meal," he ordered. "Ml 
check oo the Galaxy. We haw to 
knew tbe exact potot P which to mow 
into toe fourth dtotomlon.” 

"I can ton you from memory.” she 
replied. ”At our approach to toe fifth . 
celePiai quadrant, which has Sapt- . 
tarius as its eeiilre. we make our 
tranafereoee lulyMu Pmenstona. by 
wbiefa fly into d^h wtthto depth.” 

With that toe turned away to begin 
the prosaic task P preparing a meal. 
Quome loeked after her. vaguely 
puxiled by her uncanny celeptol 
knowledge: then when he came to 
cheek op the equattoo# for hlmielf and 
verified them on the calcntators be 
found that she was exactly right. 

Tlie lipit-years pamed by and tbe 
imme asu ra b le vaPnese p the MUky 
Way grew upon them. Now they u|#w 
coming etooe to It they ceuM diacorn 
for the first time the exact nPure P 
this sprawling, mMy island P l^i. 

II was nP e a m pea ed . as mart aatraao- 
mers had believed. P countless mil- 
liom p stars—w close together they 
appeared to form a conttooouf saa P 
light when vto w ed P wp gtotanm 
but P pure misty ligbt. snggestiw p 
thp P a nabnU. Yp own tUa did 
Itot quite flt toe pictnra. Thaw was a 
gaasa m er quality aboP the Milky Way. 
in the midst P which the genntae 
stars like Anlares and SpsllM gUntod" 
wtUi aU toe eoU krUHaocc P real 
matter. whilP behtnd them atretched 
the everlaPing curtain p aaft, em> 
bractof light. 

Thcre’a a 
thp tight.” Vi 

it toreugh tha wiaiso. "Did you evu 

anphing w.pearly, ae 


Ideallp." Qnarni lupHed custly. *110 
selanUP P true vintage rofon to a 
wle^l^phename n op as batog beavtn- 

Tlana dM nP ma|ie any Anther 
ctmm ento tucc. ahvHusly. they would 
be quite tap un toe atostaUc Wueme. 
He. for bis purl sP apprulPiW toe 
Gatany wMIe be flutahad hli umnl. 
the* be cr emed to toe anEUibemd 
and toPd autoa canaldirablt tbne 
Pufotag toe mctori. 

^e are ttmjm mEes from toe 
(lAli M taPInt qunfraM." he com- 
P tanglh. *to1ilch meuna we 
IP M no' fo g dnwu our wtocity 
t uk il l w to swtag tafo toe fouPh 


Sveg to. the Uttri wu still moving 
at gtupeodiaus wtocity and Quome ksd 
all his work cP out to exactly detcf' 
mine the moment when he must make 
thF switri»-over from npmal space to 
four dhnensiotts. Viona came to bis 
side and cheeked tbe Instrument reatf- 
Ingi bjr her own equations—thm P 
length toe raised her band. 

"Hew!” she exclaimed, under tbe 
imMlse P a great inner prompting. 

^ Quome did not question bw ae- 
euracy: he plunged In the swiitoes 
and. as for as toe vessel was con¬ 
cerned. npbing seemed to happen. 
Thpe WP oo lurch no check to Uk 
HW ed — but outside everytbing had 
changed incrediUy. Ihe MiQty Way 
had completely vanished. Space wm 
entirely empy without a sini^ star ' 
cr nebulae. 

Quorae’s fac«. was troubled as be 
peewd into the ghastly dark. 

‘*Now where are we?” be asked, 
glancing up P Viona ”NP a tking to 
be anon! Are ysu sore your mPhe- 
mattes wore correct?"* 

‘’Perfectly sure. You checked them 
dPn't you?" 

"As near as possible, yes — but 
surely there ought to be signs p 
something?” 

“Why?” Viona asked quietly. “Surely 
you know that light is a material mani¬ 
festation? It doesn't belong to the 
metophysical raf.ge. The metophysicaLs 
are always invisible.'’ 

“Meaning.” Quorne asked slowly, 
"that tbe true fourth dimension is 
entirely meUptaysicai?” ^ 

"At this point in the universe it 
seems to be. yej We cannot see any¬ 
thing because our eyes are np at¬ 
tuned to metaphysical radiations.” 

Quorne looked st the instruments. 
The Ultrs was still slowing down, 
'ilien he gp to his feet and erossed 
te tbe special panel on the far wall. 

"These can show us what our eyes 
cannp see." he said. “If there b 
anything metaphysical here It will be 
distinctly visible.” 

He nsoved the switches and almoP 
immediately the variou.s detector 
screens began to flash with ItvM. un¬ 
explained energies, proving b^ood 
doubt toe presence P tremendous 
metaphysical r«diations outside the 
vessel. 

“According to the scale reading ” 
Quorne said, “we are in an enormous 
sea p radiation which can variously 
be claasified as memory, reason, 
crepiw intelligeoce Itaelf—in tap the 
very aame radiations which, to a 
weaker form, 1 blocked in normal 
space. 1 coPess I don't uoderatoml 
the Ptuatloa at alL” 

“W ell. I do." Viona said "Normaliy. 
viewed through material eyes, the 
fourth dimension b just a M^to. hP 
actually, when you have the toatm- 
meoto to prove the fact, it is seen to 
be filled with the invisible radtottom 
of mentol power, alt of whicb emanate 
from toe Central Inlelllgenee There 
Is a theory widety held among setan- 
tMs dating as far back as toe JMh 
eePury to the effect that oore unoo 
a tliM evbryhody tbooght acted, and 
saw fsor dlniriMiunally until the cow- 
cep P It heeame aa eloodeW over -E 
wagtaPtosighI If It ia ever re fe rred 
to at all It is cpied Pxth sense—” 

"Yes. yes. I know all aboot that." 
Qoame aald tmpptentiv Tb whp 
are yao leadtnr" 

to* faet that the CePnl talel- 
P the Univeree U four di¬ 
mensional and thp matertal ereottonx 
are tl^ dimenalanal. which Is why 
no Hvtag betog has ever lopced man 
the CePral Intelligence Maybe there 
wem some who dM to to# iw^^o* 
BMlcP times, but that Is np oor 
etnem to this soper-modem srien t lllc 
moved cloaer "We 
**•"**• 

CrlATlIvLw. VlthGUt th9 WfMiErv 
fmSa!! ■!****?** 1^ to see thTcMiM 

!;s:si£” 5 .rss 4 !r.*i; 
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Qu«rD« said: **We have only devised 
Fueh iMtnineoU by the medium oi 
iRtelXcenre. whirh must have beeo 
derived from the Central Intelli<enee 
iUt^U in the first place. Why should It 
be wfllinx to impart the knowledge 
which enables us to see H when mysti¬ 
cism and secrecy is tta chief eb- 
?ec?*ve?” 

•n can't answer that.'' Viaoa shrug¬ 
ged. '‘SwHcfa on the main serceii and 
we tf there t* anything In view” 
Quome closec the requisite switehes. 
and Immediately, upon the largest 
<creen. there appeared a single. brU- 
hast star of tndetermlnale -(tee tod 
ery far away 

Quome looked at it and bis exprea- 
-ion fA wor>der deepened. 

"in the fourth dimension a star 
st^ld not look »lk* a star." be cmn- 
incnted. 

We have no rOggeooe that It is a 
ctar as <uch. Viona repbed. "In 
fart Id sav it is highly unhkely. 
'•here would be other stars to keep it 
rrmpany and maintain the general bal- 
arce " 

I never twlore beheld an ob>ect 
hich cant b’ measured or com¬ 
puted." Quorne sakl "It doesn t maTte 
wnse"' 

It does if tt IS not material." Viona 
Hiiiwered There are no instrumenU 
for mea<Tjrlng the depth or distance 
of mind, or the centre of metaphysical 
radiation Sefner. I believe that ob- 
jerl IS our goal—the Central Intelli- 
c*nce itself" 

« « « 

Midway belw-en the orbits of Mer- 
(urv and Venus and travelling sun¬ 
ward at a prodipous pace, the Ultra 
II was continuing its drift toward t^ 
major gravity. The Amaion and 
were gazing vacantly before tl«rn 
Ttjen bv imperceptible degrees, their 
roriM-iousness. memory and reason 
or.ee more asserted themselves- 

Ullra II was moving at thre^ 
fiifcrlers the speed of light towards 
lllPson. and was 40 . 000.000 miles 
from him A considerable distance, 
but so terrific wj%_|be solar •***'*^^^ 
there was great doubt as to whether 
the Ultra could be slowed up and 
reversed rapidly enough to escape 
destruction. 

Soddeuly there had come a report 
like'a'gun and a thin acrid smoke 
drifted from the switchboard ^ 
’Tuae gone!" Abna eielalmed. and 
put a fresh fuse in plaee. but almost 
immediately it blew. 

■Too much load!” The 
gave an anxious glance. "We’re Ju« 
rACing our power plant to btia against 
this field—No use rishlng a siroogrt 
fuse or we'll probaWy bum out the 
main f*ed wire.” 

' We're losing ground.” Abna sat^ 
Only on half power by the look M 
things. We need something whiib 
ran carry the load for brief intervaU 
snd then drop it now and again, and 
there Isn't such a fuse in e*l«tence. 
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CHAPTEt XVII 

T ub Amaaoti got to her feet 
qnirkly from the control chair 
... .r*Ye*. tliore 1*," sbe anM 
grimlV. Take over the con¬ 
trols. Abna. I'm going U try some¬ 
thing for myself.” 

"For insunce’" He artlled In the 
‘bsir « 

In answer the Amazon tonir bold M 
one end of the fuse bsr with her ^ 
hand Abna guesaed her tetentton 
and gave a yell 

“Hey. wait a mlnntel To u're not 
turning yonrself Into a foae. stire!y“ 
'1 am. Iff the only way we ean 
get the make-and-hreak effert ^ 
waul I uBtleiilaDd the load of tbH 
pfiwer plant better than you do otb^ 
wise you could try tt. Here I gal 
With her right hand the Amewe 
^elHd the appesHe pole of tho tiM 
switch and immediately he# llt^, 
. ody b ne a we rIfM w ^ 
■nr g ed throttgb K. Har Itga 
tant. the heM bar grannd. tbswgb her 
feat ware vWUy qnivarhag oa the 
metal ftoar. 

”0«va— gtva M aacnrtfetaC y«w>* 
gat” ifea whiagfTfd. bar bee gUrtaw 

mg. 

Abna dM » ha waa taM. and with 
a mnaalat onrfr af snarp ba fhrtw 
the I afar m l naww iPnlghl Wnwii 

•he draokiic nM af tha an. 

The retarAng ef t aat aa tha iMrtllat 


Ultra II was immediately evident and 
the Amazon held on at long at abc 
could with brt glganUc reslstaBM 
Then for a seeond ar two she relaxed 
and gave the power plant, and herself, 
a ebanee to recover. 

The process was repented — and 
again, and at each effort Iht speed of 
the Ultrs II became slower and 
slower until st last the meters reg¬ 
istered zero. 

“Now!" the Amazon panted, nearly 
at the Hmit of her strength. "Bvery 
.hing you've got In forward prw 
pul^o.” 

Abna snapped the switches: tots gaze 
jumping across the vartoos metett. 
Mis eyes gleamed at' the sight of the 
veloclmeter needle starting to crawl 
along, its graded scale. 'The Amaion 
saw U too and biwg on dei^ritety. 
her arms eagled across tte huge 
fuse-switch, her trsmbliag feet brac^ 
on the metal floor. Just bow much 
current, she was absorbing and ' earth¬ 
ing'' the did not know, but there was 
definitely a limit to what sbe could 
stand. 

Suddenly she gave a little cry and 
xagged backwards, sparks flaring from 
her hands as» they mere tom by her 
weight from the twitch. Abna 
flammed in the robot control and 
^tumbled to her. 

He held on with everything he poa- 
«cs«ed. his limbs a seething torment 
of cramp as ihe current tore and 
iwisied through every nerve. Dazedly 
he watched the veloclmeter. It was 
advancing naore quickly now — and 
quicker still. 'The battle was slowly 
being won. He relaxed for a few 
seconds, then came back to the ter¬ 
rific task, and held on to it, save for 
brief pauses, until the speed needle 
fhowed the Ultra 11 had gained suf¬ 
ficient momentum to pull free of the 
counter attraction. 

Only then did be release his hoM. 
put in the normal fuse, then cut the 
power plant down by half. There 
were anguishing seconds for him M 
he watched if momentum, on a ro- 
dured -scale, was maintained. It was. 
The Ultra II had definitely pulled 
clear of the danger area. 

Abna swept up the Amaion's limp 
form hi his arms and laid her pn the 
wall couch A restorative lo)ertlon 
brought her round after a few 
moments and she looked about her. 
Her Inner chagrin at having lost nm- 
sciousneas was not improvad to »y 
way be the sight of Abna’s cheerful 

^^•^fothing to worry about." be s^ 

' We've pulled clear. You took tw 
much on yourself with that lood. It 
nearly finished me, iet alone you! 

"I ean take anything you ean! sbe 
retorted, sitting up- 
"But you dWn’t, Vi. You went out 
coid—and I don't blame you. Coo- 
vtocet roe you're not so superhuman 
M you think under extreme condi¬ 
tions.” 

She got to her feet and snapped 
back the shield from the windows. A 
brief glance at the sun and a check 
on the veloclmeter assured her that 
everything was at last under eooirol. 
Tumtng to the switch panel fht 
swung the vessel's nose until she bad 
set a course directly for not-far-distaat 
Venus. 

“Venus should be well o6t bf the 
neutraUzed' area being produced kp 
Quome.” she explained. 

-And when we get la Vamta. what 
do we do?" 

■Rest with the Kerrifsns. take an 
a fresh supply ot power ban. «od thou 
set off to deal with Quome. f prupaaa 
to attack him bp Ms bad! duar.” 

Abna frosmed. "Back doer l« what?” 
The Amaiea saM: 'We knew that 
Quome has Antrlved seme kind ei 
gpsce-island out hcpesid Pfuta and M 
from theru that tha tamiMe la 
coming If we attacked Worn the froM 
we would, aa you my. find e urm h y 
to the same predkament aa before. Be 
iiwtead we go round the haW(->taklnn 
aa enormous detanr thruodb spM ari 
svoidini the ntutraHaatloo wM^ li 
belM dkected at Barth. Freoi the fast 
that ha ftoad behhid one af hla majar 
whoa wt aav him 1 


tnumian had na effhet* 
-But hen o*e m 
i m fdi i tt ly to i i T iiil f l> 

toa lalMd to raaruMd il 
-•■d vt'U 
aalB SM nt-- — 

Mt h«i It can anly hi 


heama and an armored cruiser Hke this 
Ultra ramming Into it will not only 
IfijrUct a terrific amount of damage .but 
ako tsrtBg the neutrkUzer beam 
off target and. let us hope, will send 
the whole hlaod crasbing towards 
Pluto, the next nearert field of attrae- 
lion." 

"And VlMta?” Abna asked. 

A struggle psmed over the Amazon's 
perfert features 'The deslmclton of 
Quome't apparatus is the main thing. 
Abna—and his death too. If tt can be 
achieved without him re-creating him- 
«etf somehow Viona will have to be 
sacriflcrf." 

« « « 

In the depths of four-dimenstonal 
space Quome astd Viona lotted far 
perhaps the sixth time at the solitary 
point of light towards which their 
machine was hurtling, still at su almost 
inconceivable velocity—yet even so tba 
pinpoint did not appear to have grown 
any larger 

■'I bettai to think it’s an llluttan.” 
Quome Mid irritably. "And I alao 
think wTre wasting time! I reckoned 
three nondU days and niidits for our 
round trip and considerably mm’s than 
(bat must have elapsed. I an in favor 
of xtarttog back home." 

'■How?;' Viona asked calmly. 

Quome gased at ber. was seated 
in the comfortable chair before the 
main observation window, gazing at tba 
otter dark outside. Only on the screen 
was the solitary star of the fourth 
dimension visible. 

■■How’” Quome repeated. "By tune 
ing back, of course!” 

Viona laughed softly. 'You can’t 
turn back now. Sofner. Hie In- 
strumenU don't direct the way through 
four-dimensioned space. You might go 
round in a circle forever and never 
discover how to get out.” 

Quome's mouth set harshly and ha 
turned to the switchboard, but tha 
more he tested the various- controls 
and studied the meters the more he 
realized that Vkma bad sp^en tba 
truth- Cr 

He said: 'Did you realtae when you 
suggested this preposterous trip that 
we could never get back?" 

"I knew it was a possibility.” 

'Then how did you hope to absorb 
ihe aerrels of the Central Intelligence 
and turn them to account if we're to 
step in this alien space forever?” 

"You can't see the answer to that?” 
Viona asked la surprise. "Really. 
Sefoer, vou astaoish met” 

Re made an angry stride towards 
where she was seated, then be puUrd 
up short before the uncxRKted sight 
of a slbn ray-ptstol in ber right hand. 

"Better not.” sbe cautioDcd. all her 
levity gone and a cold glint in her 
^sapphire eyes. "Fve worked bard for 
ihia, Sefaer, and 1 don’t want to spall 
everything by turning into a mur- 
ilrraaa in keep yeur dlstaacc.” 

Quome turned away agato. 
down his fury. 

"Worfcad hard far this?” be repeated. 
"Whet da you moan?” 

"Fm Inlereated in only ona thing* 
Sefner—your total destnicUeu. vbytA- 
cally and mentally." 

'Ter my wife you show ipeet enn- 
'tderatlen." ne itoeerved. wMb all Ms 
old poiioneua poUtansm 

■Tm your wife because law says an. 
and where we arc now no tow apm a laa 
futiperty- Fm your bl tter eet enemy. 
Seteer—perhaps even more bitter than 
my mother and father hecouae aO tba 
Uase you beve uaed me aa a tool 
You've taken coasunt advanUge al 
my taHnaturtty. as yau caO It rat 
that foasan a resounding victory ovar 
vou will be an the mare p l iaeura M a ” 

Quome Amgged. *Tan have yeur 
rfetacy DOW. my dear, ea why amke a 
tang dbout It? We*r« loot and never 
shall we get bach home. What mare 
da you want?” 

"Tau'rc elimloattoo'" Vlana'a URs 
ligMtncd Tbat haa yet to enmo .. .” 
and her eyes strayed to the wwwiag 


“Not necesserily 1 am Ml. and 1—^ 
■'You are not a ime actoatist* T au*r a 
a young woman with a' tot al antoping 
ideas and oe true gift ct detached 
analysis.* 

■!I gat ns this far. any b ewT 
"WMeh proves my pstot eMiamlm 
you'd have worked eul hem to BM aa 

back»” 

"You read the equattona. As a tnm 
w iwti m jmu sh ou ld alaa be ahlr to 
find the wav Aa a awOer 

fact, I da knew bam I toall get 
back, but ibai uues not ii 
. . Hewever. we're 
ibe potaL Yoa are an attmtat. 

■aens yea da not admit the acumam 
at mi aO-dlrectlng power betM the 
Un i v a r a e.” 

Qaerae sodled cynleaBy. ”1 Bam 
never said that Aa a aetefitM 1 sag 
to 


one does extot. So what k your paliit?” 

■ Just this. You have tbe eeaeuHMaeta 
audacity to think that yen, one adeo- 
tifte atan to the midat of laftnfty. can 
actually take aemeto from -tha Central 
laleUiBeace an^Uae them! 01 aD tba 
colossal conceit! And U k the very 
thing wbieb k going to destroy yms. 
Sefner. Fve baaed my eakutotiena on 
your 0 ver-f^ ego from the vary atarti” 

"Can it be.” Quome atoed. “that yan 
are actually veertog en-rtbe aide of 
retigien? ‘Hiat doesn't mlt, Vtona! Aa 
you well know, science md reTfftk* 
have been .nixioolatk tor eeikurlea.” 

Tveryooe k entitled to worship 
whom and what be pkasce—but 1 am 
—and always have been—wIBtog to 
^'knowledge that no power of topMa 
devkifto cetdd poaalbty bold Utotoer 
tbe Univerae. nmUMt' or phytkaL 
Others admit it loo when they rcalke 
their own shortcoaUnga Been my 
mother, one af the meat de mtaanf i 
scientific women who ever walked toe 
Barth, admits at tkaas that only a 
enper power can aceoant tor tame of 
the mkaclet whlcb“do h app en. Ite 
tbeotogton weuM eaU this super power 
God. and ae does the average 
woman, and child. Uto 
Jamea Jeans ef the 
called thk super poMr toe 
MatoemsUdan. fcieiuai he 
the whole Univerae to he i 
matical concepUoa. Others rafar varl> 
ously to toe Grand Oaalgaar. toa Abae- 
lute Artkan. and ae tovtb. B v ar ywbere 
k tola a eh nowki l g m aa f af a 
Tau eal M 



the Central totelUgunce heeaae. an a 
identM. you have gdM fat awau^ 
to prove its cmanbt l a n af amtol 
powers which we otilbe. Were you 
content with that discovery? ware 
you caatent to acknawledga tok eewr 
trontoi p u wur? Hd Ten 
f«m*m clever eneu^ h 
wtth m Yea blocBcd toe 


betogR. Yew Atf lll■■tlltog 2 mS 
to totok ef— defied toe CbwtrM tgtofll* 
fttoH” 

”lnni 

ruled toaae dige ip 
and wii liif bp ageh paaple ■■ 

mkmhtoto 
intolUmmec 1 
”Am yuw 

get - 

T kooe already done aaT 
*11000 yeut You me tool to 



Quarac'a ex p r a edoa clearly ah aw a d 
that be waa baffled, and he coclalaly 
eauld net read anythto^fram the 


bigger and with thk 
‘ ‘ii 

tton la toe amesmt- ef 


aweh intoma HgM al fwah e dMM 
he comanentod. 

betogtoalRIiggll 


randanlto 
• WM aUb 


CNArrn ipfiii ^ 




an that aha knew nmetkiag 
to dM aat tt frrig h t iaif Mm mi 
oaaaperated htoi to ftwtw- 

me m otodat. Scfnar.,ar* 
tar a wkiio. 


ih,.Ta.”rj;jr,Vw 

kMdng 4 ^ aa rs an, tmHIBdMM 
t;pen ^uarae tkfd atowtodp—gT 




■dentkk aze!" 'i-a u .*.. 1- 
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tmlmairlnahl# eot^ 9l fptt had wada 
her hands llfelen and she could not 
move the already frost • encruitod 
otrhe* of the cupboard lock. 

Her face purpHng slowly, she sank 
to her Xneea and her breath e a e a »td a 
nne tremenddtM three. Then came the 
real anguish, when tbom wat M mare 
air left to breathe. Only the eactnua 
and tike deadly coM. .flar aaaaaa 
biacked tnft and hbe tumblad aoar m 
her face dmfclst a conncUcNi af oear^ 
powering p ra a s u ra a . 

When she found beroHf awakening 
again the InddenU that had M op to 
her uncoosrton sn e ia cfokkly retomed 
(0 her this, then, most be dMtb. 
Neither She nor Abna had had any 
possible chance of eacaplag from the 
trap And yet ... - 

Very slowly she apenod her eyas 
and. to her astonishment, saw the 
curved metal roof of the control room 
ceiling. Somehow, thowgh. it appeared 
different. There were four more 
ctanchlona than wm usual, and the 
radio aerial was In a comer, instead 
of overhead. 

The Amaxon aat up with a )erk and 
the springs of the prettura eoucb 
cased op gently beneath her move¬ 
ments. Har amazeotent was completa 
when she found hera<|f looking Into 
the blue eyes of Viona aa she sat on 
a chair nearby. 

"Better? " Vkms asked and. reaching 
to the air control, she turned down 
the pressure knob. 

"But how—where did you come 
from?" the Amason demanded, her 
strength rapidly returning "Wbare 
is your father?” 

'Therar* Viona nodded to tha 
second preaavre coodL *'He*ll ba fit 
to kick himself when be learns be took 
longer to raeover than youf” 

The Amazon struggled to her feet 
oxerrame the brief dizziness that 
sought to averwhelm her. and then 
crowed Co Vlons's side. 

"You haven't answered my quesUtm. 
Viona! How do you epme to be here? 
And" —the Amazon glsnced about her 
—"how did you patch up those broken 
plates so quickly?" 

"I didn’t patch m anything This 
is the ortfnal Ultra, upon which 
Sefoer moM repairs while It was in 
the mlcrocoHB. Tour own vessel was 
drifting rapidly toward Pluto wh en I 
came acroaa it and you and father wera 
laid out ooU in the shattered nose. 1 
got you out quickly, brought you bare, 
removed the specesulta In whlcfa Fd 
fixe^ you and gave you all the oiygan 
I darH. . Ah! Dad see ms to be 
coming renod" 

Aboa Tnfttf* hta great body and 
«urT^cd'>tiia aaene and the two 
womes, tbeft •Hmt ai obvious strug^ 
to pitet Uilaga t ogath c r ha hauled 
himaalf from the prasaura^coDcb and 
came ac rea a tbe control room. 

"now you come to be here. Viona, 
1 don't kDow.” be confeaaed nutting 
his great arm about hef shoulde r s. 
"Your mother and 1 were both coo* 
vinced that yoo were on the apme*- 
Island, and when we rammed M wa 
knew It would probably kill you as 
well." 

"Never dlacrimtaate. do you?** the 
Ctrl asked drily. "Either of yon. . 
lt‘s all perfectly almplc to caplnlft. 
You ramoied an empty spiCC liriand— 
smashed H to pleeea. loeldeDUlly, and 
you can see tbe remains on Pinto any 
time you sriah—end but for aay hap¬ 
pening to be mtamlat to M at the 
time yoo did your powor diet fin'd 
lK>th ba deod ^ new." 

"Reiuming to Hr* the Amnaan ro- 
peated. "Where have yon been? 
Where’s Qu o ma?" 

"Dood. Cempletely and OnaUy 
dead. I have the amwanae of tbe 
Central Intelllgatica upon that.*’ 

Tbe Amaaon and Aboa l oo k ed at 
each other Mankty and Vtana gave a 
isugh. 

"Tau knew." she remaikad. ‘’tWa n 
s terrlMa cam s dawn Aw tta twa 
•upsrbaingi whn batlavu thay-in%jia 
everythlnf! "Ilw lltHa 1m* 

^ frus^infb^ aniMnfa Bmaa Sm 

CusSS' SSSSmS Sw diipaaii 
of Onoene. What yon bidi ianld nil 
do wMi an the mkmtt it Mr coah 
mend I dMkAaniiad! 

New laugh that ioa a«r 

"Tha vary leal thtag 1 naald wlak la 
da." Abna ananivig aarianaly. ‘"Tba 
hem (Mng wo aan gn la hnao • maal 
•nd a raai. dwhM wMeh pan M IsE 


sbnui tba to* a« 


tbe three of them Wbile aba wit 
about It the Amazon and Abna strolled 
to the great observation window and 
surveyed space. They were atreadv 
leaving Pluto behind—upon whlen 
presumably, there lay the shattOTed 
remains of Quorne'a space-island and 
the wreck of Ultra 11—and were head¬ 
ing toward tbe orMt of >feptona. 

"H the yoongiter la speaking tha 
mth ft Is going to ba most humUlat- 
lag fsr os." Adds murmured, stand¬ 
ing with bis hands locked behind him 
and h|B gaze directed toward Neptune 

"Why shouldn’t it be the truth? 
She certain^ wved us. and Quome Is 
definitely now h ere to be seen!" 

"But she speaks of obeying tbe di¬ 
rections of tbe Centra InteUlgence 
ftselT How In cosmos could gbe? 
We never managed to get en rapport 
wHh tbe InteUlgence at any time." 

1 do beUeve," tbe Amazon muttered, 
‘that for once In your life you are 
annoyed. Abnar 

"Not annoyed—Just embarraaaed. 
For VhMia to be able to do something 
' whkb we caonot-r-or didn’t—Is breath¬ 
taking to say the least" 

"When you two have finished your 
secret conference, tbe meal's ready," 
Viona announced, already seated at 
her place at the table. "Don't worry 
about the ship: it's on automatic c<m- 
trol and the course will take os straight 
borne” 

"Thanks for telling ns." Abna tald 
bufflly. "We are tUU both capable 
of reading a switchboard, my dear!" 

Viona smiled. "Have some restora¬ 
tive. dad. then maybe you'U feel better 
n, tempered!" 


CHArrER XX 

A bna and the Amazon sat down 
and both their gazes converged 
on Viona. She went en eating 
unconcerned 

"Welir Abna asked floaUy "What 
is jrour story?" 

"It's a long one. dad—better eat 
while I tell you. You. too. mothar.’* . 

Viona told her story in absolute de¬ 
tail. By the time she had finished, 
the orbit of Neptune bad been reach¬ 
ed and the Ultra was sailing on aerene- 
ly toward Barth. 

"Do you half begin to realise adiat 
you have aocompUabed. Viona?" tbe 
Amazon aAed finally. 

"I know exacUy what Tve done. 
I've disposed of Sefoer Quproe. the 
blcgest menaoe to the pe a ce ef the 
Universe who ever ealsted. even If he 
was my husband." 

"t am not referring to. tM.** tbe 
Amazon aald. ''Tbo^ I admit you 
have aueeeaded where yav *et^ and 
I failed. Since yen 
QoerM vamafa into nethlag—wUeb 
aMeea We body and hla nniat 

have been completely dlmetved — 
and afterward received tbe aasuraace 
of tbe InteUlgence itaelf that Qaerw 
would never return, we may Uke that 
aa a fact and thank tbe eeamca tor 
It But the point that utterly astounds 
me Is that you went to the Miwce_^ 
all inteUltoDbe! WbataVer soeb 

an Idea into your bead?" 

Tbe InteUigenm Haelf, I auppaae." 
Vlena shrugged a Uttle. "All I know 
Is that when Sefoer atartod toSttog 
about a Central InteUlgenee. and of 
hew be meant to turn tt to hla own 
eeeeuni. M occurred to me tbni be 
wae everatepping tM M cf q todton. 

I toesaoed that If ^ In to imm i i 
knew this Sefncf would be amnptote- 
ly eUmtoatod from Urn lah a m c ef 
thiiigs However, my ^forta to find 
where tbe Oeirtraf IntolUgenee was 
rttaatod fallad bacnaM.l^-^ IntetU- 
■iiua faniint ba trtood tor nerma) 
MtbemaCles. I m wi Bga d tfa wholt 
toini kp toiPlrt^^ani litoe to- 
eelvod diroet from tbe lotolUgM. 
Phkb ikirr that be knew all abont 
Sofner's dapredettons and made aae 


B wto powera. which largely died ant wttb 
trolled evolatleo. What remains of it today 
« and we call sixth aenae or psychic gift- 
treadv Why <h> you ask?" 
whlen Tt occurred to me." Vlena Mid. 
ittmed njrt Ancienta. mAktog Ibelr re- 
id aM rwrding about the Central utollUence. 
Ntod- tud that oooc could look upon 
*■ - this IntelUfence and live. It says that 

« tbe tn tbe BfWe. doeant H?" 

-True," the Amaaon a aa en t e d. "But 
that refers to the Supreme Being Him* 

r».>kv Central IntelUgaaee Is not tha 

Supreme Being." Vlana tndsted. "He 
T^. " told me aa much. Ho Is only one unit, 
the unit of intellect beck ef Uds par- 
be dl- ucular Unhreraa of bnra. Naturally tba 
Andenta would aseribe all power to 
him. not knowing, as we do. Utet be 
represents wtly an tnfrnltoaimai part 
B*- of the whole mass ni mmiU] creatieo 

Uered. which makes up mlcrococma and 
ru are m a erocoams. . . However, be that aa 
it may. I kept on tUnking abont that 
‘■fiTTit statemeut—^ipe aheU loto op en me. 

thifiv and live.’ I fitow Sefner'a tntotlablc 
ireatb- curtoaity a^ terrtfle eoaceit,gm|d 4 
reasoned tlift if we could get mnnir- 
I kbly near u the Central InteUlsence 

he would dminitely look at It He meet 
certainly did. Evm frwm a distance 
•y J” it started to wrench his mind, whereas 
on me It had no effect I think 1 know 
why. I had only obeyed Hs orders 
raigm oo other hand, was diefying 

if' FtuUy, be touted upon ii to loog 
* be was de st royed, utterly and com- 

•JJjb* pletely." 

There was silence for a while and 
the Amazon reflected. 

Tt means, then, that you based your 
whole astounding escapade on that one 
statement by a long dead Testament 
artter?" • 

"Why not? Ihe Testament wiitera 
told the truth Insofar as they under¬ 
stood tt Why shouldn’t I believe NT- 
down Abna said. "And you My this Cen- 
merged tral IntdlUgeDCe looked like a star?" 
e^ng "According to tbe four dimensional 
instrumenta, yto." 

"What “ABd wbon you were cloae up to It 
wfiai did yog see?" 

•Tfething. I didnt look at tt" 

^ ^ ' "You made that trenfcndous >oumey 
lUhed **w only what looked to be a 

remoto star on a four-dhnensioiial 
screen?” Abna was Increduloua. "Ito 
dear girl, didn't you for one moment 
_h^ reallw iHut a eatatoal selentttle—" 

^ T reaUacd anty. one thing—that tf 
1 looked upon ft I alglif die. w Bcfner 
,4on, did. So I never looked. 1 toft mtod 
n ii^ impreasloBa, I knew I ama to a saa 
J of mental wavaa, and I waa guided 

If tia back home, niat'a all 1 know." 

"The greateat af- all aelentlfle 
M achievements thrown away," Abut 

eighed."AadprebablyBow9^ne- 
1 ns ‘ tba mtotake." 

7 Sw ’IVoot." Vlem agreed aintply- ^"tbe 
memory ef how ,to return to Hto'' 
Central IntelUgenea waa Wot t ad out 
of my mtod. There’ to on way back, 
i OB quite prepared to aoe^ tbe 

The Amawn aald: "Vlena did rtghtly. 
M I— Abna. I can underaUnd that you wItt 
minds Vour Immense aelentlfle mind would 
af like to try to gate upon tbe sOucee of 
ynnr intottoet* toft tome mtm Bo 
bettor left undxplorad. Sefner Quome 
-- .. allowed his scienUfle vmblUon to over- 
ride him. but where did It get him 
when he conceived tbe Idea aC heinf 
smartw than tbe pawer that mada 
, him? No—there are enough things to 

tha nwtorto) yet to be taeklsd 

wftbout phtngiBg Into tbe metaphytoeal 
rcatma. As tor you. VIooa. yon 
SZ have dona a wandet^ thing. Yen 
have, aa ynn aay. gene one better 
k ftod totber er I." 

, —M "toivtoM.because I am both of you 

Btaiu- a IB of aayaeir." Ylma smlM. 

ZZS "Tim Mbtostlan af aU throe Is a 

viMit toIgMy p owerf u l product " Bar 

nZe todad al^ and aba beaame 


wMdering tf tbato tan^ a vnrtani m 
that Idaa. . ^ 

"Such asT" tba Amoaan gnMttoned. 
and Viotta wandered pensively boab to 
tbe table. 

"We three here rinrswnt tte meat 
sctenttfic brafaa to too CyMtou. dant 
we? That ton*t agettme M a gaoenOy 
admitted toet And I flitok It dan bn 
tnitbtoUy aaM that we bnea toongbt 
toeat bentffta to aU tba ptoneta we 
have taken under onr aagto" 

"Cerract" tha Amaaon a gre ad 
promptly ’ • 

*’8toee wa do not faraaae ang 
danger to tbe By aAm to the tniaro— 
bari^ the' unexpeetod of ai nra a 
why don’t wa barrow SaCndn goal 
Idea but tostaad turn onntikaa tala 
the Caemle CrusadaraT" 

"lha wbarr Abna aekad to aup- 
prise, and than be grtoned. "Barry, 
my dear. Pd forgotton yoWre attU 
ai^ yodbg to ontl oa k ." 

"WUl yon jjtoMO slap radarrtag to 
fto yautb?" Vlena i^ompiatoad T>a 
. ’j i g ato^ wartblnaw to take my plaae 
wttb you b»' having dispaaed ef tbe 
biggwt menace Of aH And what Is 
wtong with us batog entaaden? Tba 
dictionary refers to a eruaadt aa 
being ’an enterprise eendactod to an 
enthusiastic spirit' And that la jual 
what I am propoafng! Far too laag 
eireumatance has forced oa to ana 
■clenttflc power tor heetPe reaeane. 
We hm had to be more eeneemed 
with tne power to deatrey tbaa wttb 
the power to create. Ferbapa anr 
chance has coma at last to rovoi o a 
that" ^ 

Tbe Amazon and Abna Wafted wttb 
tolerant smiles. 

*1 got thla netleo when 1 was way 
out tn tbe Milky Way,." Vtona oan- 
tlnued. her eyes bright Tt oeeurrad 
to me' then, lookisg on those ^awidag 
myil^ of workb. that tt Is ridle ul ouB 
for them all to bo detaefaad tram oaeh 
ether. . . Think what wo could atoko 
of It tf we could Unify ovavy planot 
to tbe Un l var a a r 

"A tan ardar," Abna abaarvod 
gravely- 

"Itayha tt la, bat wo ean amk* a 
start on It; can’t wo? Wa hove tba 
one thing which surely must be knewn 
to greater or lea de gree ky the Im 
habttants of aU tbo worlda ertenca. 
To werlto that hawa oa apuua travel 
we can bring that ainmtty uwl se ftnk 
up tbe bac k w ar d rtaoato wftb tbe ad* 
vaneed once. A iBgllty toteniuietary 
To w y oar-nelghbor* campefjpn. Sec . 
wbal I meanr 

-Tt la poaalUa," tba Amauan meacd. 
"that yea have a vary gasd Idsa there. 
VlaBs. I have efiaa o d ui t t i M fd my 
aetf^ tba ktod^sd JUtBolk mm 
waflds most pmtm, awd bow tutor* 
tsftng It waOwbe to asununnliMto trtto 
tb OlU. " 

"Tbsn lac ua da Itr Vlawa spread 
her hands. Tba Isrlft Bystoa Is eon- 
tent. and ft eon aaan robnlld Bw 
trouklaaomS matowbleb Bafuaramwad. 
Once tbnt is atrulght wa have, tba great 
oeaaB of In w hi c b to tn^ 

CToaadtoe with scioDco. belptog tbo 
backward. eontocUng tha lon^Lwartda. 
apBftfilg die fifltaWtonto aT fbasa 
planets who art at tba and at tbair 
dvillnUon.” 

"Again 1 pnst raaMrfc that year 
yanito tonom tba p oea lb nity at kw U l t 
sfML^^bfta lam S Tkad. 

"Vbit Jf tbara ate?" Vtona gsva 
bar AM tmito. T btotova tbsl to tfw 
waato s or spaed, to Ow tons af gdBtoM 
af limaMted werids that SMWt eiiol. 
wo sban la tbe mate ftod Money Md 
tfw win to co-opera te , becanos at rant 
eracy tbtoktbg bM b« aHM gaud 
then bad to Ms mSsT- tittt abd, 
maibt mUlloM af yonra to dm fatorO 
perbapa tt wttl ba admtttod tbm tba 


tliiagblftd. "Wl 

nntfgti la keep 

- ^ - 

Hi 


"Wttb Safoar gane tba 
sap tbe Uaivarae froa af 
ana la aver, lant K?" aba 


you aso a awtjily gntot." Abna 


by wbleli Unlvaraal panes was B*orad 

to. . .- 

Abna pMMd'Op iga baQto af imsri 
Uva iilisinly and sauioi ant ttowa 
drtoba. Ha ratoad Ms pwn gam and 
tbs imiiig sbd Vtona dM M wtos. 

"A toaai,"«Abna salt, tosfelag Ifcringi 
Uw grsol wtodow on to Ma wnstoa of 
apnot. "Ts tba Ommls Cbnigdifa! May 
tbtiMmMwa.tbap btoto Ii MM briog 
IS tbaos dtotoni Umi MMs H» 
bawaOto awd Iba bdgf^aoa ofM sow 
bawd w btob M .tM u SBi 

5Sr^tonia£^JmlMd. IT Mml S 




